EVENING AUTOTEST  JUNE 21

What a beautiful evening it turned out to be after the threatening clouds of the afternoon.

Twenty one eager competitors turned up to do battle with Stacey's fiendish tests, including one using either side of the dividing fenceline!

They were joined by an encouraging array of marshals, including Tom Murphy enjoying his first experience of autotesting. (He's a sprinter by preference - a Sierra Cossie no, less!)

In Class A, there was a fierce contest with nearly all nine entries finshing within 10% of FTD man Daren Hall's times - which were quick!

Mick Rose had an uncharacteristically difficult start, with a double wrong route, which was a pity as his remaining times were pretty good. Class winner Richard Olsen, although beaten on one test by Emma, managed to pull out just 1.1 seconds on Brian Sharpe, with Robert in hot pursuit.

Class B was even closer with Ralph travers beating Steve Hatton's metro by just half a second, followed by Mike Thomas and the first of the Bateman clan - well done Dad!

Nice to see Equipe Wilks back in action in their colourful Fiesta, with one of them even managing to finish a test with a cone stuck in the front wheel arch -  and not realising it until eveybody gave up looking for it!(No names, but it wasn't Adam)

If that wasn't enough, the Fieasta then disgraced itself by spewing up the contents of it's radiator, and after that, having a tyre 'pop off' a rim.

Class C was the preserve of Lee Busbridge with his (rather smart?) Marina, fresh from the Hughes Rally where it perfomed with credit.

Class E, the ' wild and wonderful bunch' saw Darren's IMMACULATE Mk 1 Escort beat off a flying Peter Dunn in the RX7. (Darren also, incidentally, has a Ford engined 'Frogeye' which he sprints.)

Many thanks, as ever, to the marshals and also to my two special junior helpers - the Hatton girls.

Stacey would love to see you all again in two weeks time - you wouldn't want to dissapoint her now would you?

CLIVE COOKE

