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Welcome to May’s Chairman’s Chat. 
 

Just a quickie this month as I seem to be constantly running out of time to get 
things done, but fortunately Sue J is doing a sterling job of keeping the pressure 
on and making sure we have a complete and interesting club magazine. 
 
One of our recent happenings was the club’s Annual General Meeting, at which 
you, the membership, re-elected the club’s company officers. Not that there were 
very many club members present I have to say and those that were there were 
mostly members of long standing. I suppose that means that we can assume that 
the club’s officers and committee are doing pretty much as you would want us to 
do – well, that’s the most positive way of interpreting things so I’ll stay with that. 
There were a number of apologies for absence, notably from the Club President, 
John Symes, who was detained at Silverstone and also very long-time member 
Ron Cottrell who is finding the years catching up on him somewhat. We do hope 
that we will see you out and about soon though Ron. 
 
Talking of time whizzing past, I would again remind everyone that Crystal Palace 
is nearly upon us so either get your last minute entries in NOW or offer your help 
to Chris Scudder or any of the committee. Many hands certainly do make light 
work in this particular case. 
 
I’m determined to try competing at an AutoSolo in my MX5 this year, but am 
wondering quite when that might be feasible as there seems to be so many fewer 
weekends this year! Mind you, I did spend the Easter weekend stood in the glori-
ous sunshine in my duck pond with pickaxe, fork & shovel (and a labourer!!)  
and am sure that the ducks will appreciate having a pond that is now twice the 
depth as before. 
 
 Some of you, however, spent Easter Sunday trying the new Green Belt sprint 
course at North Weald and initial reports seem very favourable although it did 
seem to have suffered from rather a lot of cones. Let’s hope that this course can 
be refined a little and provide a welcome variation to this venue. 
Next weekend I’ll be joining Graham Child in his Escort Mexico on the Myotis 
Rally on Salisbury Plain – should be fun seeing we old’uns back out playing 
again.  
 
That reminds me – Chin has dug out some old Acorns for Sue to plunder and I 
found the October ’82  copy in which I described how NOT to attack first prac-
tice at Bodiam Hillclimb. I still have the scars as a reminder of that one. The 
good old days? Certainly, but don’t forget that with the likes of Crystal Palace we 
are actually living the latest  good days, so why not make them ones that you will 
look back on with a smile in years to come. 
 
Andy Elcomb 



YOUR CLUB NEED’s 
YOUR HELP 

 
WE NEED YOUR HELP AT  
CRYSTAL PALACE 29 th &  

30th MAY 
 

WE STILL NEED CLUB MEMBERS TO 
HELP MAKE THIS EVENT A SUCCESS  
 
Club members are needed to help out on the entrance gates and 
in the spectator viewing areas neither jobs are particularly diffi-
cult and remember many hands make light work. 
 
You should still have time during the day to look at the displays 
and watch the track action. 
 
Please email or phone me to let us know how you are able to 
help out. 
 
Chris scudder 
Chief  marshal  
 
Chris.scudder@virgin.net  
 
Phone 07711 078552 or 014784 703346 

 
If at first you don't succeed.....don’t try skydiving. 



North Weald Sprint Report 03/04/11 
 
Round two of the SDMC Speed League at North Weald was a cracker! The weather was 
great and thanks to Chris Scudder, Christine Balderson, Keith Crocker, Julie Clayden, 
Phil Fawcett and the other marshals and organisers the day ran really well. 
 
The practice runs went according to plan for most part, bar a few wrong routes. Our or-
ganisers managed to fit in three timed runs comfortably and as ever although there is a 
competitive element to the day everyone in the paddock was friendly and chatty as ever. 
 
There were twenty nine SDMC SL entrants competing on the day making up almost half 
the field, the class by class results were as follows; 
 
A1 saw Matt Randle taking the class win by just over half a second from Andy Elcomb 
with Chris Judge taking third. 
In A2 Jason Andrews took the class win at his first competitive outing in his Honda 
S2000 with Chris Fulke-Greville taking second in class and David Balderson coming 
Third. 
A4 had 10 entrants including Andy Webber, Kevin Lower, Tracey Niel and a collection 
of Darren; Darren Russell, , Darren Clayden and Darren Tyre. Andy Webber took the 
class victory by just over a tenth from Darren Russell with Kevin Lower taking third 
place. 
A5 was another class with plenty of entrants; Jim Giddings (dad) took third in class be-
hind two very well sorted Porsche GT3’s. Graham Pryme was fourth and won the Next 
Best Sevenoaks award. Also Phil Bailey coming eighth out of nine in his TVR at his first 
ever sprint. 
A6 had a good turn out for a change for the 4 wheel drive class; six competitors. A very 
powerful Sierra Cosworth and an Evo 8 fought closely for the class win. There was a bit 
of gap back to the close battle between myself and Ross Martin; alas I was beaten by 
nine hundredths!!! Derek Lane made a return to sprinting after a good few years away & 
once he’d worked out the route the course took, he got quicker with each run. 
A8 was a class of seven, with Jeff Wiltshire taking second in class and Don Scales in 
fifth. 
 
In B10 Ritchie Gatt took FTD in his Westfield SE1W with a time of 67.90 
B11 was won by Martyn Ellis in his Sunbeam. Steve Stringer and Charlie Golding bat-
tled head to head in their dual drive Sunbeam, with Steve emerging the victor. 
 
In Class C13 Chris Penfold was second and Clive Leatherby was third in his first sprint 
in his TR6, both beating an Ultima!!!!(Which to be fair to the driver, I think was a bit 
poorly). 



In D15 Stuart Giles won the class as he was the only competitor in his SGR 
MK1A, but you’ve got to be in it to win it! 
 
What a great day’s motorsport it was & I’m already working out how I can find 
those nine hundredths next time out….not that I’m bitter �  
 
Another great Sevenoaks North Weald sprint. 
 
Russell Giddings  

  Round Rd 1 Rd 2 Rd 3 Rd 4 

 
 

Event Mallory 
Park 

North 
Weald 

Lydden North 
Weald 

  Date 20-Mar 03-Apr 09-Apr 24-Apr 

Pos Competitor Trophy  Tourist Local Local Local 

1 Andrew Webber  15 15   

2 Andy Gay  13  11  

2 Jeff Wiltshire   14 10  

4 Jason Andrews   13 10  

4 Kevin Lower   13 10  

6 Jim Giddings   13 7  

7 Chris Judge    8 10  

8 David Balderson   9 8  

9 Ritchie Gatt   15   

10 Darren Russell   14   

10 Darren Tyre   6 8  

10 Martyn Ellis   14   

13 Graham Pryme   12   

13 Matt Randle   12   

15 Chirs Penfold   11   

15 Chris Fulke-Greville   11   

15 Darren Clayden   11   

15 Ross Martin   11   

19 Andy Elcomb   10   

19 Stephen Stringer   10   

19 Stuart Giles   10   

TOP 20 POSITIONS AFTER 3 ROUNDS 



 

Chris Scudder 370 
Andy Elcomb 220 

Christine Balderson 200 
Keith Crocker 200 
Chin 190 
Andy Kilby 100 
Clive Cooke 80 
Julie Clayden 80 
Peter Wilks 80 
Ian Crocker 70 
Colin Shipway 70 
Stacey Thompson 50 

TRK Report 
Our North Weald Sprint seems to have proved 
popular and we had a good turn out of members in 
all the different roles. As a result our tables are 
filling out aided by some of you getting out to other 
club’s events too.  
So let’s start the listings. First the events for which 
I have details to date: 

Andy Elcomb 9 
Sue Jessop 8 
Philip Fawcett 8 
Chris Dennis 7 
Chin  7 
Christine Balderson 5 
Daren Hall 5 
Colin Shipway 5 
Colin Billings 3 
Chris Scudder 3 
Keith Crocker 3 
Iain Gibson 3 
Julie Clayden 3 
Ian Crocker 3 
Steve Hatton 3 
Richard Scotchmer 3 
Anthony Scotchmer 3 
Peter Wilks 3 
Andy Kilby 2 
Tracey Neil 2 
Peter Johnson 2 
David Balderson 2 
Suze Endean 2 
Matt Endean 2 
Carole A  Buxton 2 
Darren Tyre 2 
Steve Howard 2 
Lewis Howard 2 
Stacey Thompson 2 
Clive Cooke 2 
Tim Loftus 2 
Jon Loftus 2 

Date Name 

16-Jan-11 ERMC Rod Wray 12-car 

23-Jan-11 Midlands AC Trial 

27-Jan-11 MMKMC Jan Scatter 

30-Jan-11 ERMC Feb 12-car 

30-Jan-11 Chelmsford Brands Stages 

11-Feb-11 B18MC 12-car Feb 

12-Feb-11 Southdown Stages 

17-Feb-11 Scatter 17/2 

19-Feb-11 Britvic Revival 
25-Feb-11 Woodham Wanderer CMC 12-car 

26-Feb-11 Kent 2020 

08-Mar-11 March Hare Trial 

08-Mar-11 March Hare Nat B Trial 

11-Mar-11 Bexley 12-car 

13-Mar-11 B19MC North Weald 

20-Mar-11 ERMC Triangles 12-car 

20-Mar-11 BARC Mallory Sprint 

20-Mar-11 Motex Gymkhana CMC 

20-Mar-11 Bas Elkington Trial 

24-Mar-11 MMKMC March Scatter 

25-Mar-11 CMC Derek Stone 12-car 

25-Mar-11 Derek Stone CMC 12-car 

31-Mar-11 March Scatter 

02-Apr-11 Great Bustard Endurance 

03-Apr-11 North Weald Sprint April 

10-Apr-11 Dimanche Sprint 

Having got stuck into our competition year it may 
be a good time to remind you all of the need to 
qualify for some of our championships by 
marshalling or helping at our events. If you 
haven’t scored three points or more on the next 
table yet or any points on the Trog Trophy table 
then plan to come out on some of our events as the 
year progresses. 
The Scatters and 12-cars are over ‘til the Autumn 
and the rest of our calendar needs plenty of 
marshals so there are plenty of opportunities to 
qualify but please make sure you sign on—it’s the 
only way I’ll know you’ve been there, and you get 
the insurance cover that way too. 

Chalky White 

Trog Trophy 



 Qualification for our Championships  
As I mentioned last month I’d like to air various issues regarding our 
championships and trophies, not because I think that there is anything wrong with 
what we do now, I just want to air these topics so that you understand the 
reasoning behind them and also to illicit your views if they are in anyway 
different to mine, and if so then they can be discussed by your committee to see if 
there’s a better way for the future. 
This first topic is the need to qualify for the Rose and Crown Trophy and all the 
other awards based on that table and the Sevenoaks Speed League. For the first 
you need to have scared at least 3 points in the Chalky White Trophy table which 
is for marshalling and helping at the events we run and for the SSL contenders 
must marshal or officiate on our events for at least one days worth. 
These rules have been in place for a very long time – well over twenty years, and 
were introduced in order to persuade our members to help run our events. 
Marshals and officials are never easy to find in sufficient numbers and we have, 
on occasion, been in danger of not being able to run events until some of the 
people who came with competitors were persuaded to help out. This practise is 
followed by most clubs and several championships and seems to work at a local 
level as a general principle. I guess that the few anomalies arise when members 
compete without any aspirations to the championship in which they score and are 
listed well up the table but do not find it necessary to qualify. This is fine if you 
just want to be out there doing events – each to their own. 
When it comes to the championships we run based on other club’s events we 
don’t impose the qualification requirement as these often fall outside the ‘local’ 
concept of our members’ participation. The Sevenoaks Speed League differs from 
this in that, whilst the events in the championship are widely spread the 
qualification events are still our own local ones. 
I hope this explanation is clear and that you can see the need to impose these 
rules. If you have any comments please email me or any committee member – it’s 
your club after all. 
 
Chin 

Editor’s Ramblings 
Another month is over, surprised at just how fast it goes when you are enjoying 
yourself.   So I would like to say thank you to all the people who have contributed 
articles for this month’s magazine.  You know what is coming next, I am now 
asking for items for June.  I know lots of you have been out competing, could I 
have some reports please.  Has any one got any ideas of other items they would 
like to see in the magazine on a regular basis. 
It would be good to see some new people voicing their thoughts, and what they 
have been doing. It is almost time for the Summer Autotests, hopefully we will 
see a lot of you there.  I am looking forward to putting my car through her paces, 
just a pity I will not be able to programme her with the course. 
Hoping you all had a Happy Easter, and success at all your event’s.  Sue J 



A Duesenberg in Miniature by Louis Chenot  

No, it's not a real full-size Duesenberg, but rather a beautifully constructed 35" 
long working model made in 1/6 scale. 
 
Louis Chenot has spent the past ten years building this incredibly detailed 1932 SJ 
Duesenberg LaGrande dual-cowl phaeton. Not only does it look good, but the en-
gine runs, the lights work, the top mechanism functions and the transmission and 
driveline are complete. Lou started his research on this project over fifty years ago 
with the purchase of a book and through the following years collected many draw-
ings and studied a number of Duesenbergs while they were being restored, taking 
photos and recording dimensions.  

From Clive Cooke 



Here's a shot of the finished car from the side on its specially made display table. 
The model weighs about 60 pounds. Lou’s 40 year career was spent as a me-
chanical engineer. In the 1960's he spent 7 years restoring a vintage 1930 Cadillac 
convertible that was on the show circuit for years, but now he prefers to work on 
smaller projects in the comfort of his home shop. 

The bodywork is all metal, not fiberglass. Here is the car in Lou's shop before the 
brass coachwork was primed or painted. Lou is not adverse to remaking a part 
that doesn't meet his standards. He started over on the especially difficult brass 
radiator shell nine times. 

Here is the engine removed from the model and sitting on its test stand. The trans-
mission is in the foreground.  
Most running models are built at larger scales like 1/3 or 1/4. Working in the 
smaller 1/6 scale magnifies the problems caused by miniaturizing certain parts. 
Remember that these scale parts are 1/6 as long, 1/6 as high and 1/6 as deep as 
real parts, making them 1/6 x 1/6 x 1/6 or 1/216th the volume of the original part. 
By comparison, a 1/3 scale model is 1/27th the volume and a 1/4 scale model is 
1/64th the volume. Further complicating the prospect of building a running engine 
at that size is the fact that fuel molecules and electricity don't scale. It is very diffi-
cult to get tiny carburetors and little spark plugs to work like the big ones. A video 
of Lou starting and running the engine for the first time can be seen at http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=f6TetkMpFIc.  

Inside the straight eight engine are 
all the correct parts custom ma-
chined to scale from steel, cast iron 
and aluminum. Here we see the 
block and crankshaft at the top. Ar-
rayed below the block are the cast 
iron cylinder sleeves, pistons, wrist 
pins and assembled connecting rods. 



Even though there would be no 
way to tell once it is all assembled, 
the cylinder head shows that Lou 
didn't cheat. The engine has 4 
valves per cylinder--32 total--just 
like the real one. 

Here is the head (before painting) with the camshafts in place--there are 16 lobes 
on each shaft. (The apparent curve of the upper shaft is caused by the camera's 
wide angle lens.) 

The gears inside the differential 
will never be seen by anyone, 
but Lou cut them as actual hy-
poid gears like the real one 
rather than machining simpler 
bevel gears.  

This is the dashboard and interior with 
the body primed but not yet painted. 
Note the detailed instruments and en-
gine-turned finish on the dash. 

The complicated convertible top mecha-
nism is shown in the lowered position 
before the canvas top material was in-
stalled. 



Louis Chenot (Left) and Joe Martin 
(Right) inspect progress on the chassis 
and engine at the NAMES show in De-
troit in 2007.  

Lou was presented with a special Life-
time Achievement award by the Joe Mar-
tin Foundation for Exceptional Crafts-
manship in 2009. The model was nearing 
completion but the engine had not yet 
run. Now that the engine runs and the 
model is completed, Lou has been se-
lected as the foundation's "Metalworking 
Craftsman of the Year." The award in-
cludes an engraved award medallion and a check for $2000.00. Lou is the 15th 
person to receive this coveted annual award. Because it is likely that this could 
well be the finest running model car ever built in this small a scale, Lou's award 
this year will be presented as the "Craftsman of the Decade." More can be seen 
on this car and some of Lou's other projects atwww.CraftsmanshipMuseum.com/
Chenot.htm. 

In case you didn't get enough, here's one 
more photo of the Duesy from rear quar-
ter. The model will be on public display in 
2011 at the Cabin Fever Model Expo in 
York, PA in January and at the North 
American Model Engineering Society 
Expo in Southgate, MI in April where Lou 
will be officially presented with his 
award. It will also be on display at the 
Western Engine Model Exhibition to be 
held in conjunction with the Good Guys 
Car Show in Pleasanton, CA in August, 
2011.  

If you would like this in colour, email me and I will forward it. Sue J 



Family Day at Crystal Palace Football Club 
 
Motor Sport at the Palace was invited by Crystal Palace FC to come to their Fam-
ily Day to do some PR for the sprint in May. I gathered together a small group 
with cars spanning four decades of the twentieth century; there was Andy Webber 
in his Lotus Elan +2 from the 60’s, Jims Triumph TR8 from the 80’s and my Toy-
ota Celica GT-4 from the 90’s. By accident we seem to have gone with a black 
and gold theme. 
 
When Jim and I were travelling to the event together his TR had some fuelling 
problems and I ended up towing him the last couple of miles. We arrived at the 
gate as instructed. Unfortunately I was met by a steward who said that we weren’t 
on his list and “if your name’s not down, you’re not coming in!” and we would 
have to go around to the other side of the stadium to get in. 
So we set off with Jim still on tow & headed towards the entrance the public were 
pouring towards. This was not much fun I can tell you! Trying to tow with a very 
on/off clutch isn’t much fun, let alone in town with loads of people trying to navi-
gate round the back of my car and over the tow rope as they headed towards the 
football ground, at least it gave Jim something to do whilst I was waiting for a 
huge gap in both directions so we could pull out of a junction. 
Eventually we made it to the second gate. When I finally got to speak to someone 
who knew what was going on I was told we couldn’t come in this entrance be-
cause there were so many people in the area and we would have to go back and 
come in from the original gate. So we set off back against the flow of people to go 
back to the other gate, more fun and games! 
We got to the other gate and Andy was there waiting for us. I was again told by 
the same steward we couldn’t go in but I might be able to find someone in the of-
fice who might authorise our entry. Fortunately I got hold of the chap who I’d 
been liaising with earlier in the week and he came and told the steward to let us in 
and finally we got clearance to go in. Plus whilst I sorted out the access Jim and 
Andy had had a think and a tinker with the TR and it was running. 
We got inside the ground and waited in the VIP car park whilst a helpful car park 
attendant worked out which space we had been allocated and got us situated. We 
got started setting up the “stand”. We had a couple of large banners we positioned 
appropriately and also put posters and flyers on the cars & although we were at 
the quieter end of the entertainment area we soon we had a steady stream of peo-
ple coming over to chat to us. 
I noticed that as well as the cheerleaders, face painting and bouncy castle there 
were quite a few people dressed up:- as clowns on stilts, as a lion, as an Eagle (the 
club’s nickname is the Eagles). So I decided to dig out sprinting bag and donned 
my suit, gloves and boots. This was the first genuinely warm day of 2011 and at 
this point I began to regret having all black kit. I was contemplating putting on 
my helmet but it was already hot enough! I headed off into the throng with a fist 
full of flyers. I soon distributed them to people who seemed genuinely interested 
in the event and wanted to stick it in the diary or recalled seeing racing there years 
ago.  



Having the “outfit” certainly helped people to know I was waving a motorsport 
related flyer in their direction, rather than trying to sell them a shiny new  
conservatory….even if I did feel a bit self-conscious dressed like that in that envi-
ronment it seemed to do the job. I went back to the cars and Jim and Andy were 
busy chatting to people whilst other people were stopped reading the banners or 
picking up flyers off the cars. I got a quick drink, grabbed another handful of fly-
ers and went back to my spot. 
Just before kickoff at 3:00 the crowds dispersed and we cleared up and headed 
off. 
 
A bit of a troublesome start to the day, but it was a brilliant opportunity to  
promote Motorsport at the Palace in it’s back yard. It was great to hear so many 
local people enthused about the event. Thanks Jim and Andy for coming along 
and helping me pull it off. 
 
Russell Giddings 

CRYSTAL PALACE  
 

IF YOU KNOW ANYBODY WHO WOULD LIKE TO  
ADVERTISE IN THE OFFICIAL PROGRAM  

OR SPONSOR A CLASS 
PLEASE COULD YOU CONTACT 

COLIN BILLINGS 
On 

T: 01732 847440 
M: 07770 301675 

E: cbtradinguk@aol.com 



Hi Sue, 
  
April 3rd North Weald, my first sprint…………..what a great time I had! The 
modified 3.9 V8 TR6 ran perfectly, well it would have if the driver knew how to 
drive! Tony Mabb has spent so much time getting it right and he still hasn’t  
finished. 
Full 360`s on the second practise run meant a little thinking was needed and not 
so much loud pedal, how boring but needed. 
All three timed runs showed improvements so I finished the day happy. 
Thanks to all those who complemented the car and to all who made me welcome 
I really did have a great time. 
  
Sue, Jim had his rear wheels on the wrong side!! After changing them I do 
 believe he was slower! 
  
Cheers 
  
Clive Letherby 

Tony is asking Jim Giddings what?? Captions please…  
 
Prize for best caption received by 18th May with an article!!  
But will look at at other comments as well. 
Let us have some amusing ones. 



Women In Motorsport  
Now did you know that there are some 50,000 women involved on motorsport?  
Their responsibilities involve organising events, running clubs and associations, 
timekeeping, marshalling and fulfilling just about every role to can imagine within 
our sport. Ok, so most of you know all that anyhow; but the question I really want 
to ask is; 'Should you have a 'best lady' award at an event? I ask it because in the 
ASEMC Car Trial Championship, together with many events I've been on do in-
deed have this award. But do the girls/ladies really want to be awarded it?  
Just lately I have had a number of discussions with Sevenoaks female competitors 
with differing views. I always thought it was a nice idea, but in these days of 
equality is it right? Have organisers 'presumed' it was Ok to award these trophies 
when 'perhaps' people didn't want them. I for one have always been keen to get 
more female drivers out there, and we as a club have been very lucky to get a good 
spread of competitive women drivers over the years. So, the discussion/dilemma 
might be that if a female driver won (say) third overall, she may become the high-
est placed famale and therefore take that award and not third overall, (and that sce-
nario must have happened over the years) but in fact would have 'preferred' the 
other award because she beat all the chaps. So your thoughts on all this would be 
appreciated. (It also helps fill up Acorn!).  
Incidentally, did you know that Jayne Kay just 17, from Bury, Lancashire, (not a 
Sevenoaks member) started drag racing in 2001 at just eight years old! She is now 
the world's youngest 'Funny Car' (no pun intended) driver, piloting a 2500cc, 250 
mile an hour racer that can cover a quarter of a mile in a little over six seconds?  
Now....how many of our membership could match that I ask?  
Your replies to Acorn please.  
Chris Judge. 

Please send all your comments to 
Suesiw.7oaksacorn@gmail.com 
I am looking forward to this debate. 

Dear Sue 
Having just finished a book on Pat Moss Carlsson (see link below to a video on 
it), I was amused to read the comments in your April magazine. I navigated for 
and then team managed Pat at BMC and whilst she would smile and happily ac-
cept the flowers and any ladies awards, she had one aim: to win outright. I know 
that if I ever suggested she should go easy in order to win the ladies prize, she 
would nod...and then go like hell anyway! 
Re the point in your Ramblings, after Pat and Wiz had won the Liege the organis-
ers only half jokingly suggested introducing a Man's Award. 
Regards 
Stuart  
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LROg_glbRjc 

Rosemary Smith said in the book, sharing Pat's view - as she says, you can  
finish last and still win the ladies award. 



What a lot of hot air………….  
We've just lost 15 pounds' said Syd. As anyone who knows me will realise that is 
all I need to hear to induce me to move fairly rapidly to the scene of the disaster. 
However, moving quickly is a relative term when the terrain is Devon mud topped 
with a week's worth of rainfall! 
When I got round to the other side of the car I realised that we had a flat and real-
ised where the 15 pounds had gone. (PSI). 
This was the second week of the new year and we were on the Exeter Trial which 
had started about 8 hours earlier at Popham on the A303.  
The very first section, with the tyres at 15 PSI we had 'cleaned' although the tyres 
had come into fairly hard contact with rocks on several occasions and on pumping 
them up again we had discovered the flat. 
No problem, we'll just use one of the two spares we always carry - or at least al-
ways until last October when I decided that one of them was looking a bit rough 
and took it out to put a new tyre on, and it's been in the back of the estate car ever 
since - ho hum! 
So here we are in the wilds of south Devon at 07.00 hrs on Saturday morning hav-
ing used our only spare. Whilst you feel a little vulnerable, surely we've had our 
share of misfortune and can run at least until the lunch halt, around 12.00hrs, 
without further problems? 
So, on to the next section and great excitement with another 'clean' but guess 
what - another puncture! After several minutes of disbelief and trying to reinflate 
it in case it had just popped off the rim, we formulated a plan, which consisted of 
driving as far as we could towards some street lights we could see in the distance 
through the trees, and try and discover how far we were from civilisation, or at 
least a tyre depot. It was actually only a couple of miles or so but seemed a lot 
further with very strange noises coming from the rear wheel and great difficulty in 
tackling any inclines as the wheel tended to revolve inside the remains of the tyre. 
We arrived at Tipton St. John (no, I'd never heard of it either!) and discovered that 
if we turned left it was actually only three miles to Sidmouth but, there was a 
darned great hill which we  would never be able to climb. (two wheel drive and 
no LSD). Then Syd spotted a guy getting in to a pickup truck and managed to as-
certain, almost unbelievably that 400 yards from the crossroads we had arrived at 
there was a garage which, reputedly, not only 'did' tyres but also opened at 08.00 
on Saturday mornings!  
Can we really be that lucky? 
We trundled on and sure enough a garage appeared so we pulled up on the fore-
court, jacked the car up and stood there with our punctured tyre and the smoking 
remains of the spare. 
Just after 8 a young chap (they all look young to us)appeared, realised we were in 
trouble and was quick to reassure us that just as soon as he got the doors open he 
would help us out - and he did. He sent a lad to Sidmouth to buy a tube for the 
puncture - a compression puncture leaving only a small nick in the wall - and 
found us a part worn tyre to put on the spare wheel. Not only that but he got us a 
coffee and let us wander round the workshop where his tools were still laid out  



next to a Caterham he'd been working on late last night. (probably about the time 
we started!) In the showroom were a race prepared Mini and an A40 and it tran-
spired when talking to the owner that he had been a close friend of Willy Cave, a 
well known 60's racer. I spotted a large sports car in the corner with the bonnet up 
and was just thinking what a lot of plug leads and 'oh look' six twin choke Web-
bers when I realised it was an old V12 Lamborghini.  
It had been there quite a while as they were trying to source a new windscreen, 
the asking price of which had not yet come below £8000! 
My suggestion of fitting two fly screens was greeted with a certain amount of dis-
belief but all that changed when I questioned the possibility for having someone 
practised in the art, making a replica in polycarbonate. They will investigate the 
feasibility/legality of that and maybe save the owner (CC10 - no, it's not mine!) 
some £7000 into the bargain? 
So, on towards the section we should have been tackling 90 minutes ago and b----
- me if the newly installed tube doesn't burst on the way to the start. Cue much 
cursing from fellow competitors as we attempt to change it in a queue of cars in a 
narrow, muddy track. Of course, the car rolled off the jack - cured by putting 
rocks etc. under the front wheels, and of course the jack sank into the ground - 
cured by putting a shovel underneath it, and eventually off we went to again 
'clean' the section. 
Only a few miles now to the compulsory one hour 'lunch' halt at the M5 Exeter 
services. We hand in our time card and promptly drive off in search of a new tyre. 
(I refuse to go on with no spare - despite the odds being well in our favour by 
now of not needing it) As the tyre was fitted a little queue formed behind us of 
competitors requiring tyres and/or exhaust repairs! Back to the services and our 
hour was up, so off we go again, driven only by the fact that so far everything, 
including a couple of sections we rarely climb, has been 'clean' so a victory of 
some sort is not beyond our grasp. 
Two sections into the afternoon, both 'clean', and up to Dartmoor the unbelievable 
happens, yet another puncture. No tyre depots up here and no time to spare so the 
next couple of sections before Bovey Tracey and relative civilisation will have to 
be on road pressures, 'cos if we have another one up here.............................!! One 
section 'clean' but the second was not going to let us get away with it and we had 
our first failure. (One failure =Silver medal instead of Gold, and two failures 
=Bronze)  
Back to Bovey Tracey and a very nice man in a garage helped us to look through 
his yellow pages - they don't have directories in 'phone boxes any more - and in 
Newton Abbott there is a Quickfit which has the required tyres. More time wasted 
but it has to be done. I get a new tyre on one wheel and just for luck (not been 
much of that around!), buy another to keep in the boot. Now we're prepared for 
anything, so it probably won't hap 
Three sections left but unfortunately we then have to wait 90 minutes at Simms 
while all and sundry, including Marlins, VW's and outright specials back igno-
miniously down, having failed on the wet granite. Worse still, right behind us are 
the Course Closing cars, and if they pass you, you've pen again.   
retired! When our turn comes, I realise there is no way we will get up it and not 
relishing the idea of backing down in the rapidly descending  



darkness, ( and there is something quite depressing about putting the lights on for 
a second time!) I roll across the start line, stop, back up and head off up the escape 
road to the next section. This one is really evil with horrendous rock steps and 
holes you could dissapear in, but onward we go and as we get to the easy bit near 
the end, there's a car stationary in front of us, and one in front of that etc. etc. A 
stream of about 10 cars has formed behind some unfortunate who's been obliged 
to change a punctured tyre in the  
section, not being able to move on the flat. This gives us an automatic baulk ie. a 
clean and the marshals close the section as there are only a handful of cars at the 
start, including the Course Closing cars. After about twenty minutes we all get 
going again and make it finally to the last section but, there's noone there! The 
marshals have all gone home and taken their sticks and markers with them. We 
needed to 'clean' this one to keep on track so are a little put out when we return to 
the signing off in the hotel to be told the Course Closing cars have already arrived, 
having presumably unknowingly bypassed our little group. 
Whatever, we claim a Bronze (we rarely fail that last section) as we consider it a 
moral victory and just reward after our adventures. The organisers probably won't 
see it that way though……………..?   
 
CLIVE COOKE - Suzuki X90 
 
footnote - they didn't and excluded us for being out of time, which we undoubt-
edly were, but on the other hand, Simms was cancelled for our class as nobody got 
up it, so our moral Bronze, becomes a moral Silver, and that's what it will say in 
MY records!! 
 
footnote 2 - we attributed the punctures to the fact that because of the rain a lot of 
topsoil had disappeared and left more rocks exposed than normal, but I've now got 
tyres with thicker sidewalls so we'll see what happens? 
 



MEMBERS THOUGHTS  

Steve P. here a.k.a. Chugalug. Just musing that no matter how many rule changes 
that there is in F 1 the results are similar to last year. Maybe they should give the 
water sprinklers a try which is something I suggested in about 1972 in the Kent 
Messenger saloon races at Brands when Imps were winning in the dry but some-
times our 970 cc minis could beat them in the wet. Armchair readers may have 
noticed that Crystal Palace gets a plug in the MSA news mag as one of 10 must 
see events. Also a Bill Boddy article in May Motor Sport describes it as London 
Palace of delights. The London GP used to be held there and also the Coronation 
trophy. The only time I raced there was at a BARC meeting and Grahame White 
was Clerk of the Course. Our other Vice President Vic E also raced so the Palace 
has always been cool. See you there.S.P. 

 I thought a bit about last years Crystal Palace sprint ( hillclimb ? ) might be in 
order as the event is nigh again . My car is ex Mini Miglia which I had been cam-
paigning for some years on a shoestring against some very expensive and 
"professional" cars and drivers.Needless to say I never got higher than mid - field 
on a good day and sometimes considerably worse ! This led to the inevitable con-
clusion that it would have to stop before bankruptcy set in. ( Also the medical was 
beginning to become a bore as I,m now well over 60 - apparently you have to be 
Olympic fit to be a "racer" these days) . Since then we,ve been doing the dreaded 
trackdays which are good fun and quite cheap compared to anything else. The 
best one of the lot in my book was held at RAF Marham up near Kings Lynn , 
where all the Tornados which are currently going over to you know where, are 
kept. They had laid out an interesting track that finally culminated in a HUGE 
straight that went down the main runway for about a mile.You could really wind 
the poor old car out on this and the speed differentials between the different cars 
was remarkable. Mine would just about do 115mph at the end , whereas some of 
the fast stuff ( e.g. Ferarris, Nissan Skylines,Lotus Carltons etc. ) would be close 
to 200mph. In the end the very fast cars stopped coming as it was potentially dan-
gerous. Having said that , the driving standards were amazingly good , consider-
ing nearly all the drivers had never held a competition licence. Anyway, this long 
straight led to a taller differential being fitted to the Mini to keep the revs down a 
bit at the far end of the straight. This is still fitted as I,m too lazy to take it all 
apart again and put a lower one in for the Palace. Thats my excuse for being 
"thrashed" by Whizzo Williams in the Andy Harrison Cooper "S". Still I,m look-
ing forward to May 30th. where we can have another go on cold slicks and those 
high gears. 42 seconds of sheer panic! 
                                             Best regards Gerry Rolston. 



DOWN MEMORY LANE  





THIS MONTHS QUIZ  
1. Who won the Formula 1 World Championship in 2006? 
  Kimi Raikkonen     Fernando Alonso   Michael Schumacher  Felipe Massa 
 
2. Who won the GP2 Series championship in 2006? 
  Nelson Piquet Jr  Alexandre Premat  Lewis Hamilton  Nico Rosberg 
 
3. Which driver won the 2006 IRL IndyCar Series Championship? 
  Danica Patrick  Dan Wheldon  Sam Hornish Jr  Helio Castroneves 
 
4. Who was the Champ Car World Series champion in 2006? 
  A.J Allmendinger  Paul Tracy  Will Power  Sebastien Bourdais 
 
5. Which 3 drivers won the NASCAR championships in 2006, in order of Nextel 
Cup, Busch, and Craftsman Truck series? 
  Jimmie Johnson, Kevin Harvick, Todd Bodine 
 Jimmie Johnson, Kevin Harvick, Jonny Benson 
 Matt Kenseth, Martin Truex Jr, Mike Skinner 
 Tony Stewart, Matt Kenseth, Travis Kvapil 
 
6. Who won the 2006 V8 Supercar championship? 
  Garth Tander  Marcos Ambrose  Craig Lowndes  Rick Kelly 
 
7. Who won the 2006 Fujitsu V8 Supercar Development Series? 
  Adam Macrow  Jose Fernandez  Jack Perkins  Shane Price 
 
8. Who won the 2006-07 New Zealand V8 Supercar Championship? 
  Kayne Scott  John McIntyre  Luke Youlden  Greg Murphy 
 
9. Who won the 2006 F3 Euro Series? 
  Paul di Resta  Sebastien Buemi  Sebastien Vettel  Giedo van der Garde 
 
10. Who won the 2006 Formula BMW Asia championship? 
  Sam Abay  Rashid al Khalifa  Michael Patrizi  Earl Bamber 

Answer’s to last month’s Quiz 
 
1. Micheal Bentwood   2. Halfords and G A Motorsport  3. Tom Clilton 
4. Orange  5.Marc Fullalove   6.  Vauxhall   7.  French 
8.  No  9.  James Thompson   10.  Micheal Bentwood 

Not Wheely Funny 
Q:  Why did the alloy wheel fall asleep? 
A:  Because it just got tyre-d 



FUNNILY ENOUGH  
 

By 

Sue Blanks 

 

Funnily enough, I used to be one of those people who never needed to know how 

it felt to drive up steep hills in fields. But then I also used to be one of those peo-

ple who swore she would never strap two broom handles to her feet and throw 

herself down a snow covered hill. Since then, I have actually been skiing twice 

and found to my surprise that I quite enjoyed it. 

On this basis, when my new friend Sue rang up and asked if I would like to 

bounce for her in an event near Maidstone, I hesitated for a moment and then 

thought ‘why not?!’ It would be a welcome escape from all of the chores I had 

planned for Sunday, the gardening, washing, a bit of housework, and more impor-

tantly, I could tick the ‘if you haven’t done it before and it sounds interesting, 

give it a go’ list. 

I had no idea what to expect, but it promised to be a lovely day as I set off for 

Otham near Maidstone. I arrived quite early, and all I could see was a caravan in a 

field. Just as I was wondering what to do, two nice young men turned up and it 

turned out they were the advance party for the event. Bruce and Chris opened the 

gate and I followed them in.  

In no time at all a wide variety of cars appeared, some on trailers, and lots of 

things seemed to happen very quickly. Tables were set up, coloured flags on poles 

were taken to distant parts of the field, everyone unloaded their cars and most 

people seemed to know each other. I was very keen to hear the start of the Malay-

sian Grand Prix, so managed to get it on Radio 5, and when I looked up, there 

were several chaps round the car all listening intently!  Sue arrived soon after in 

her Seat, and explained what we were going to do. It seemed the first thing was to 

let the tyres down on the car, which apparently meant we would have more grip. 

She also suggested that we ‘walk the course’.  



This was a revelation! It started to dawn on me that 

a)    I was very unfit and shouldn’t have eaten that Crunchie bar for breakfast 

b)    She was planning to drive up these extremely steep hills 

c) I had agreed to go with her and even more weirdly throw myself 

around inside the car   Sue explained that we could only go forwards, 

if we started going backwards or stopped that would be the end of our 

attempt on that hill. She also explained about the penalty points sys-

tem, and that we mustn’t touch any of the flags. 

All of the hills looked far too steep for driving up, and I wondered about the ef-

fects on the car’s suspension, brakes, clutch and floor pan.  

We set off across the field for hill number 1. To my relief we were not the first 

ones to go, so at least I could see someone else doing it before us. Sue reassured 

me that she had only ever seen one car roll over, and she hadn’t been in it at the 

time. 

As it was still quite early, there was a lot of dew, and as our turn came, we slith-

ered and slipped up to flagpole ten, I was relieved to see that we fared the same as 

most of the other competitors. It had honestly never occurred to me that wherever 

we stopped, we would have to get down again, and in some cases this turned out 

to be backwards down the hill. 

It had been quite a while since I had last done something which felt so reckless, 

and I started smiling. This seemed like fun! I asked Sue for more tips on bounc-

ing, and she suggested trying a bit of side to side movement. I found this really 

funny. 

As we followed Chris and David round the course, my fears about landing on my 

head evaporated, and I became extremely impressed with Sue’s bravery. All of 

the marshals were really kind and helpful, and by hill 4, we were screaming and 

laughing like banshees. 

There was a welcome break, and I decided to ring my mum. ‘I’m in a field out-

side Maidstone mum, driving up some very steep hills with a friend’ I said. ‘Do 

be careful dear, and don’t get sunburnt’ she replied, laughing. 



After the break, we tackled the same hills again, and this was the best bit, we 

seemed to be getting further up them each time round. The first time we got to the 

top they could probably have heard us shouting in the middle of Maidstone. I 

think we were definitely the noisiest team. I was working hard on improving my 

bouncing technique – putting the seat forward seemed to help at one point. 

As the last few runs loomed near, I could see what it was the people found allur-

ing about this hill climb thing, and for nine quid each you could have yourself a 

lot of fun with like minded people. After years as a child being told to sit still in 

cars, it was great to be able to fling myself about with a mate intent on getting us 

up a ridiculously steep hill avoiding holes, trees and rocks. It’s got to be cheaper 

than therapy and definitely counts as one of those ‘feel the fear and do it anyway’ 

events. So yes, Sue and I are already planning the next outing for ‘Team Sue’. 

Thank you to Maidstone and Mid Kent Motor Club for all the hard work and 

making the day so enjoyable. 



Nobody believes this was hard work…..  
 
It all started back in March last year, on a Thursday evening I got a call from Paul 
Swift to ask if I could do a driving job on the next day – he needed some extra 
drivers at the last minute for rehearsals for a TV ad, and culminated at the end of 
March this year after a hugely successful world tour with Top Gear Live perform-
ing to over 300,000 people in 70 live shows covering 24,000 miles across 3 conti-
nents. Starting in London in November the team travelled to Birmingham, Dublin, 
Brisbane, Melbourne, Johannesburg, finishing up in Oslo in late March. 

But back to the start, Paul was providing drivers for an Audi R8 ad and needed to 
increase the number 22 in total, hence the desperate call. I was given the task of 
driving a hot rid with V8 and auto box, and brakes that were a bit iffy [oh and a 
left hooker] and expected to drive in figures of eight and then straight at the R8, 
while it was filmed from a ‘Russian Arm’ [Merc ML with stabilised camera arm 
used for from Russia with love] I was told hit the R8 rather than the Camera as 
the camera was £800k!! Fortunately I hit neither.  

Some of the cars at rehearsals..  

 

A couple of weeks later I was at Excel centre in London for three days to shoot 
the actual advert, this time I had a proper 1950s American stock car with lots of 
BHP, and a 3 speed truck box. Which had separate levers for 1st and reverse and 
for 3rd/4th, fortunately quick changers were not needed, it didn’t need a handbrake 
and could be slid around all day in a figure of eight with two other cars, while the 
R8 went through the middle.  



My Toy 

Gear levers 

The ad http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8G-9HXKLiPE?autoplay=1&rel=0 

The feature from ITV for ‘best of year’ http://www.youtube.com/paulswiftstunts/
#p/u/0/jWuehlmXRJI 

A few weeks later Paul was back on the phone, and it was North Weald again, for 
a world cup car football advert for Hyundai http://www.youtube.com/
paulswiftstunts/#p/u/3/Nr7FJyKDL98 

We played in 5 aside teams and had 22 cars, which allowed 10 cars to be re stick-
seed in another set of team colours while we shot a ‘match’ amazingly the direc-
tors decided Spain won, and they did!! This was a much lower quality production 
with less crew and a lot fewer retakes, but it went well, and only a couple of  pan-
els got dinged. 



I was then enlisted for a Vauxhall day at Silverstone, where we allowed punters to 
have a go at an autotest for a £5 [to help for Heroes]. On the hour Paul gave a 
short demo and we had instructor run offs, for the demos celebrities showed up…. 
http://www.youtube.com/paulswiftstunts/#p/u/4/UvrlVF-QlzM 

Around this rime Paul asked if I could do 7/8weeks away, for the Top Gear World 
tour, it started with Sam Bowden and I testing cars at an airfield in Oxfordshire, 
just to check basic set up etc. A few weeks later I was at the Top Gear track for a 
press day, I was expecting to be doing a few autotest type manoeuvres in some-
thing interesting, but ended up taking reporters around the track in a Fiesta 
ZetecS, I started in reverse then j turned out onto the track, chased by a race MX5 
and a Lotus Exige, still I was entertaining!! [Even got on London 6pm news! – 
the reporter was a wimp and wouldn’t let me play ‘for health & safety’]  

Then for a week in October we were at the NEC for rehearsals, including devel-
oping all the sequences, the main team was Paul Swift, Sam Bowden, Gordon 
Clendening and me, to which were added a couple of guys directly employed by 
the production company [Chris Burns, a drifter from Ireland, and Kiwi Neil Cun-
ningham a racer]. This was all new to me, and was dam hard work, with 10/12 
hour days, of you think a championship autotest is hard try learning a 4 minute 
sequence, an awful lot of walking is involved!! We also had the first play with a 
Fiesta that split in two! [A motorbike engine in each half and two steering wheels, 
very tricky!] The sequences are to music, and we have a choreographer calling the 
important changes in an earpiece.  

�

November the first saw us reconvened at Earls Court for final rehearsals and the 
real thing - first show Thursday night then three shows a day on Friday, Saturday 
and Sunday. The first show was not brilliant, but we got through, even 12 times 
world trials champion Dougie Lambkin fell out the JCB bucket!! 

 

After that the next week was NEC for a repeat, and then a weekl or two at home 
and of to Dublin for the same again… A compilation of the show -  http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=hMLOqlYzt54 

A few months off then on Sunday 27th Feb. at 10 pm I was taking off from Heath-
row for a 23 hour flight to Brisbane, and the start of the second half of the tour, 
we landed at 6.30am Tuesday [where did Monday go?] we had a day off in the 
city [with a few hours kip], and discovered with beer at £8 a pint we were not go-
ing to drink much!! We also had a very nice steak for dinner, but with a bottle of 
house red and a pancake it was nearly £100… fortunately food was provided at 
the venue and was pretty good. We were put up in 2 bedroom apartments, which 
also were pretty good. �



The arena was square rather than the rectangular shape we had been using, so we 
worked on the diagonal, and even played car football on the diagonal [as in UK 
we had four 3 wheelers again but instead of two Bedford Rascals they had found 
a seventies Holden Ute and an Austin 1800 [landcrab], they did some damage…  

‘My 3 wheeler seemed to be in the thick of it….  

 

The following Monday we flew down to Melbourne, where we actually had a 
couple of days off while the cars came down by road. Again the arena was square 
so a diagonal set up was used, and not too much rehearsal was needed. We were 
in a modest hotel on a tram route, so we had a look around, Gordon and I visited 
the MCG, the others went down the coast with a friend of Paul’s. The first day at 
the venue we found the food was terrible, so they had to stump up for dinner in 
the hotel for the rest of the week. 

 

After the last show on Sunday we flew to Sydney and the next day to Johannes-
burg, here we were in a really nice hotel, and beer was once again affordable!! I 
can’t think of much else I liked about South Africa!! The show was part of a big 
festival at Kyalami, and our bit was outside on a skid pan, out of 10 shows 3 
were dry… we were using locally supplied cars [Megane turbos] and they were 
not ideal in the wet…. I have never seen thunderstorms like they have, the last 
show was delayed and we had to have a security convoy escort to the airport, 
which was fun! Straight from the show to the plane [still sweaty] for an overnight 
flight to Heathrow, and a 7hour wait for a flight to Oslo [from 30° to 0°]. In Oslo 
the show was in fact the 2009 one [the 2010 cars were still in Aus], so I had a 
whole new set of sequences to learn, still we got a day off to have a look around 
a really nice city, with a fair bit of ice and snow about.  



Conclusions: 

It was hard work, but also the really good bunch that make up the  crew make it 
enjoyable most of the time. The three main mechanics have been on 27 World 
Championship winning teams from rallying, racing and bikes, so they are very 
good, and love a bit of fun…. Like connecting the windscreen washer jets on 
Paul’s rascal to the brake light switch, so with no screen he got a bit damp… The 
presenters more or less ignore everyone! The crew party in S.A. was good, chat-
ting to Sabine Smitt and Nick Mason playing the drums in the band… Brisbane 
was a modern tower block city, Melbourne much nocer with a bit of history, 
Jo’Berg was all richness, and poverty, and corruption, Oslo was the best.  

For those that like a few travel pics  

Oslo  http://s226.photobucket.com/albums/dd112/FBF25T/TGL%20Oslo/ 

Melbourne http://s226.photobucket.com/albums/dd112/FBF25T/TGL%
20Melbourne/ 

Brisbane http://s226.photobucket.com/albums/dd112/FBF25T/TGL%20Brisbane/ 

A collection of nice cars 

http://s226.photobucket.com/albums/dd112/FBF25T/Linfox%20car%20collection
%20Melbourne/ 

MCG [cricket ground... ] 

http://www.facebook.com/l.php?u=http%3A%2F%2Fs226.photobucket.com%
2Falbums%2Fdd112%2FFBF25T%2FTGL%2520MCG%2F&h=87799 

Various photos from the show...  

http://s226.photobucket.com/albums/dd112/FBF25T/Top%20gear%20live%
20tour/ 

Also some vids.. 

You would not believe how tricky this was, the arena was a skid pan [literally] and 
turbo Meganes are dead at 1000-2000 rpm then all hell breaks loose.. http://www.
youtube.com/watch?v=xvrTH9LFlU0 

Oslo [ a different show ro Aus, S.A. was also different] 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=SDMqRioQYeg 

Steve Stringer 



One for the Books ! 
  Man Owned & Drove Same Car for 82 YEARS  
 
Can you imagine having the same car for 82 years! 
I guess it was no longer under warranty... 
"How Long Have You Owned a Car?"  

Mr. Allen Swift ( Springfield , MA.) received this 1928 Rolls-Royce Picadilly P1 
Roadster from his father, brand new - as a graduation gift in 1928. 

He drove it up until his death last year.....at the age of 102 !!! 
He was the oldest living owner of a car from new.  Just thought you'd like to see it. 
He donated it to a Springfield museum after his death. It has 170,000 miles on it, 

still runs like a Swiss watch, dead silent at any speed and is 
in perfect cosmetic condition. (82 years) 

That's approximately 2000 miles per year...   
Just thought you would find this of interest.. 

Caught 
A man calls home to his wife and says, Honey I have been asked to go fishing at a 
big lake up in Canada with my boss and several of his friends. We'll be gone for a 
week. This is a good opportunity for me to get that promotion I've been wanting so 
would you please pack me enough clothes for a week and set out my rod and 
tackle box. We're leaving from the office and I will swing by the house to pick my 
things up. Oh! please pack my new blue silk pajamas. The wife thinks this sounds 
a little fishy but being a good wife she does exactly what her husband asked. The 
following weekend he comes home a little tired but otherwise looking good. The 
wife welcomes him home and asks if he caught many fish? He says,Yes! lots of 
Walleye, some Bluegill, and a few Pike. But why didn't you pack my new blue silk 
pajamas like I asked you to do? The wife replies; I did, they were in your tackle-
box. 



WOMEN IN MOTOR SPORT  
Hannah Pym nominated for CIK-FIA initiative  

The MSA has nominated Hannah Pym to represent the UK in an FIA Women 
and Motor Sport Commission-backed competition, the winner of which will re-
ceive a fully-funded drive in this year’s CIK-FIA Karting Academy Trophy.  

ASNs from across the globe were invited to nominate a driver each for the initia-
tive. The top 10 nominations will take part in a shootout in Geneva on 26-27 
April, and the driver adjudged to have demonstrated the greatest potential will 
receive the prize drive.  

“When I was told that I had been chosen to represent the UK I was at first a bit 
disbelieving,” said 14-year-old Pym. “I will make sure that I represent my country 
to the best of my ability and I believe I have every chance of getting that place.”  
In 2009 Pym finished second overall in both the Little Green Man championship 
and in the prestigious Kartmasters Grand Prix. Last year she was the only UK kar-
ter to contest GPO, the French National Championship, in the KF3 class and 
ranked 20th out of 45 competitors despite missing a round due to a damaged kart.  

Chris Walker Kartpics.net 

FOR SALE 
 

Reebok Cross Trainer 
Rowing Machine 
Kaleidoscope Easy Glider 
Rosemary Conley Exercise Bike 
An assortment of Barbell weights, and hand weights 
Sensible Offers please 
All in good condition, all monitors work. 
 
Please contact Sue Jessop on 01634 250888 or 07736 396439 Email 
suesiw.7oaksacorn@gmail.com for more information 



 
Below are details of the Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent's Final Round of 
their 2010-2011 Winter Series.  
It would be great to see some new faces and cars, from the invited HRCR, 
MGCC, TR Register and Weald MC members. 
 
You might need an accurate tripmeter and fairly good timekeeping skills in order 
to win, but the events are also excellent for navigation and route finding practice, 
together with a good fun atmosphere and finishing in time for lunch and a natter 
at a suitable hostelry. More details and entry list on < http://www.blackpalfrey.
co.uk/?Regularity_Runs:May_Run >.Look forward to seeing YOU there.... 
Sunday 1st May 2011  
 
Clerk of the Course:  Andy Gibson 
Starts from: Ernie's Plaice Cafe (179/102646 - A2990) at Whitstable 
Sign-on from 9:00 am.   
OS map 179 
Final Instructions will be sent out by email. 
Route instructions will be issued at the start. 
First car starts 10:01 am. 
60 miles route approx 
Coffee Stop at TBA 
Finish in time for lunch at TBA 
Entry Fee only £12 
MSA Clubsport Permit No: TBA 
RTA Insurance (REIS) available at £15  
Final round of the 2010/2011 Blackpalfrey Winter Series  
 
The entry is strictly limited to 12 cars - first come first served.   
Reserve entries will be accepted as we often get one or two late cancellations. 
Entry fees will be collected at the start. 

WRC round in Portugal, Santana da Serra power stage, the Mini is is on its WRC 
debut which i thought may be of interest.  John Kemp 

 



North Weald 3rd April 2011 
A big thank you to Christine, Chris and Keith, on organis-
ing such a well run event.  It was good to see so many  7 
Oaks members out competing and Marshalling. 


