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 Welcome to June’s Chairman’s Chat. 
Last month I suggested that with Crystal Palace we were actually creating and living the 

latest “good old days” and my goodness I think that is coming true.  Our biggest event 

by far has just been completed and barring looking at the financial aspects and paying 

some bills and expenses it’s just about over for another year. 

All I can say is that to be the Chairman of a club and team that can put on such a great 

event is a singular honour and I feel very proud indeed – as I hope that everyone does 

also, no matter what your role may have been. 

This edition of Acorn has been deliberately held back so that we can incorporate some 

images and thoughts from CP, but we would still like to include much more in forthcom-

ing Acorns so please don’t be shy in letting us have your comments, pictures and sugges-

tions. 

But time marches on remorselessly so we are already starting to make notes and plan for 

next year’s CP and now we will continue with this year’s other events such as our eve-

ning autotests at Farningham. Recently Kevin Lower managed to pip Daren Hall for 

FTD at one of these – surely our very long time champion can’t be losing his edge? 

Knowing how competitive he is I doubt that and look forward to seeing some great bat-

tles through the summer. I was hoping to find that out on 2nd June, but Sue’s Ibiza’s rotor 

arm declared “enough!” just as we were about to start the first test but after some very 

clever field-engineering (and a couple of cable ties) from Steve Hatton we were able to 

cobble it back together enough to drive the car back home. No doubt results will appear 

elsewhere soon. 

Staying on the autotest theme, 7Oaks manned one of Maidstone & MKMC’s tarmac 

autotests on Saturday 4th June in Sittingbourne. This was a round of the BTRDA national 

tarmac autotest championship with some competitors over from Ireland. No matter if 

you are fairly handy or not at autotests, you really must see these guys in action. It is 

sheer automotive poetry. We’ll try and give some more notice next year so more can 

come and watch or get involved. 

We will also be holding the first of this year’s AutoSolos at North Weald in July – if you 

haven’t tried this yet you really must – it is great fun, cheap, quite simple, and needn’t be 

very hard on your tyres – so I hope to see some new faces there this year. 

I’m going to sign off now by offering my grateful thanks to every single person that 

helped at CP to enhance our club’s already great reputation – from Colin Billings at the 

head of the team right across the board to those stalwarts that made sure that we left the 

park completely free of litter and helped break down the kit. Very well done all! 

Andy Elcomb 



Brands Hatch Stages – 30th January 2011 
 
Firstly apologies to Sue who I have been promising to get this report to since 30th January 2011 

when I saw her both in the Paddock and then on the start line of all the stages! 

Given that I live within about 6-7 miles of Brands Hatch I had never driven round the track so I 

decided when I heard about the event to make sure I got a confirmed entry, as for a petrol head 

living within ear shot on a clear day of the circuit not to have driven round it was shameful!.  

This was the first rally for my 2010 summer purchase, that being a F1000 Nissan Micra. For those 

who don’t know basically that means it is a standard 998cc engine micra, the only changes you can 

make are safety equipment and suspension, plus a few other things, other than that engine and en-

gine management wise it means a standard 55bhp produced from the car but it is designed to com-

pete in the F1000 championship which was set up a number of years back for cheap, fun rallying. 

Having driven the car up the night before from home for scrutineering, which we passed with no 

issues (other than noise control wanting to know if the engine was on!) it was an early start on the 

30th but for once it was nice to be in my own bed before again driving the car to the service park 

which other than a few stickers having to be added  (including a large SDMC sticker on the tail-

gate) not much to do in the morning, other than as usual being confused by the road book and 

stage diagrams with my usual co-driver Kevin. We did bump into Andy and Sue walking through 

the service park and had a quick chat with them before strapping ourselves in and heading off to 

the first stage (and again seeing Andy and Sue on stage arrival).  

 

We were car number 80 (last on the road) which given the size of the engine and power output was 

no surprise (plus I had forgotten to fill in seeding information)  which meant we did get a good 

look at a few other cars on the first stage which basically for those that have been to Brands Hatch 

started out the back of the circuit on their rally stage. 

What no-one told anyone was how slippery that stage is, we saw a number of casualties in the first 

200m of the stage as well as watching a few lose the back and front end a number of times before 

we decided to do the same thing! 

The first few stages passed without any really incident and to be honest looking at the stage times 

within our class we either beat a few or were within 10-20 secs of the bulk of the group which con-

sidering we were probably 25-30% down on the nearest rival power wise we were very happy 

with, especially given the nature of the stages was a lot of point and squirt along the front and back 

straights as well as the pit lane. 

The rest of the day played out very much the same, the only real incident happening on either the 

3rd or 4th stages where heading the wrong way round the circuit from Druids to Paddock we de-

cided to see how moveable the chicanes were by hitting one square on, which apparently Sue and 

Andy managed to see as well as they reminded us next time round! Cosmetic damage only with 

front grille and bonnet scuffed as well as both headlight brackets smashed but still operational, 

which was a good thing given we would need them later on in the day! 

I must admit the day was very relaxed and we had a good time, there were a lot of spectators 

cheering not just us but others on and the only real grumble was there were a few delays during the 

day, which with Brands tight finish curfew of 5:30 was going to mean it was touch and go to get 

all the stages in and as we were last on the road this meant (as it did for a few others) that we were 

red flagged half way through the stage to stop which was unfortunate but the organisers were very 

quick to apologise and I am sure next year (as the event has already been confirmed to run) that 

they will sort out these delays to make sure everyone gets the full run. 

We finished 58/61 cars, and also 13/15 in class, which we were both happy about again given the 

little Micra’s power and especially as the cars in front we were close to in terms of stage times but 

not quite performance wise! 

 

Andy Pecover 



Sunseeker Stages  

 

Another promised report for Sue, be it a tad late again! 

This time round I was sitting in the co-drivers seat next to my usual co-driver Kevin in 

his Mini 1275 GT and this was our first event in the car since the Tempest last year. 

Both of us had been to spectate and marshal this event a few times, and this was the first 

time we were able to compete, but as it now was running as a round of the British Rally 

Championship meant that the event had some more prestige than usual. This meant on the 

Friday night we had a run down to Poole quayside for a line up with all the cars compet-

ing, including the British Rally Championship front runners and probably 2000 specta-

tors! We had a great time signing a few autographs as I am constantly amazed at how 

much attention the little mini gets and as we drove over the ceremonial start received a 

great reception as we drove through the crowds! 

We were running in a class of 3, including two Skoda’s a Felicia and a Favorit and ex-

pected a close battle all day especially with the Felicia as this had been developed and 

was fairly “infamous” as the Felicia that had competed in WRC Rally GB the last few 

years, whereas the little mini was pretty much standard spec. The 3 of us were running as 

last cars on the road so it meant we would constantly get a chance to talk to each other as 

the day went by, however unfortunately for us it didn’t last that long! 

Once again we bumped into Andy and Sue as we arrived at MTC1 on the Saturday morn-

ing, and once again I promised Sue ‘copy’ for my previous event as well as this one and 

we were off to stage 1. 

This was a good stage for us, not too short and not too rough which was good for the mini 

as it struggles on the rough, cut up stages compared to the Skoda’s and we managed to 

finish 1 sec up over the Felicia and close to 30 over the Favorit, before a short road sec-

tion to stage 2. 

Again this stage wasn’t too long and to begin with, was not too cut up, however as we 

reached the junctions and chicanes certainly on the exits the stage was cut up and what 

was probably about 3 miles into the 4 mile stage something didn’t feel right and both of 

us realised quickly we had a nearside front puncture. We had a mile or so to go we 

pushed on rather than deciding to change the tyre in the stage but having to pull over once 

to let the Skoda through almost put us off the road as we got stuck in a ditch and by the 

time we got to the end of the stage the original near side puncture had developed into two 

front punctures with nothing left but the rim on the nearside and half a tyre left on the off-

side! Unfortunately with approx. 15 stage miles and 25 road miles to do, and one spare 

(given the limited space in the mini) this meant a retirement for the little mini and the end 

of the day for us. 

We have promised ourselves to return next year as the event is so well organised and en-

joyable but hopefully with space for two spare tyres! 

Andy Pecover 

REGULARUTY RUN SUNDAY 3RD JULY 2011 

Start car park in Catsfield M/R 199 724136 and finishing at the White Hart Catsfield in 

time for a nice pub lunch. Sign on 9:00am First car 10:01am aporox 50 miles around the 

Susex country side. For details go to eastbourneandrammc.co.uk go to regularities. 

Tim Smith 



Myotis Navigational Rally  

 Salisbury Plain 30 Apr-1st May 2011 

 

This was a strange event for me, with Graham Child driving the venerable red Mk1 Mex-

ico on the gravel military roads on Salisbury Plain. That car would have earned him a lot 

of money if he had received £1 for every time a marshal said "Ah, a proper car"! 

(Probably the last time I sat in that car was when it was owned by Trevor Dagwell and the 

crossflow threw a conrod out of the block near Throwley Forstal on a Powerush Rally 

many moons ago. I learned a valuable lesson there - DON'T pick up a freshly dumped 

conrod off the road - it's extremely hot!!) 

 

I haven't done an all-nighter for ages apart from the CarpetBagger with Suze Endean last 

year and wasn't at all sure what I'd let myself in for. 

Certainly wasn't inspired by Devizes Myotis website with (for me at least) continually 

duff links to their club site and even now I can't access the results online as the link on 

their homepage still gives me a 404 Not Found error... 

Also wasn't sure about if it would be safe to use their marked maps (which came out at 

fractionally smaller than a real 1:50000 Landranger) and on which sometimes the junction 

detail was obscured by the route marking red line. 

 

Seeded at 12 and first semi-expert of the 26 entries, we got started ok and were clean up 

to PCI which we just didn't see, along with 3 others I believe all around our running order 

which seemed strange, but others got it so it must have been there.  

Then we got the first plot & bash section just before halfway and that worked ok despite 

the fact that we missed a code board just before the A303 so we had to go back and get it 

and thereby lost 1 minute into the time control.  Up to that point it was clear that you did-

n't have to drive massively quickly as many of the code boards were just scattered along a 

straight gravel road and it wasn't a very demanding drive for Graham. 

 

Then we started the second half with a long P&B section over multiple time, route & pas-

sage controls on the Plain.  Oh dear.  

We started off reasonably well unlike some, but then quite simply got lost. Wandered 

about trying different gravel tracks for ages and ended up out on the nearest yellow so 

went back onto the Plain to try and retrace our steps and found ourselves in the middle of 

a massive train of cars that were presumably following someone who may, or may not, 

have known where they were going. 

I still wasn't convinced that it was the right thing to do to just blindly follow them, which 

was probably my mistake, but as although I had the rough route on the map, at that time I 

didn't know quite where we were. 

Finally stumbled across a time control that at least got me located, but by then I was some 

pretty much annoyed with myself for not being able to get the route on the map quickly & 

accurately enough and also with the organisers for insisting on only going into a TC on 

the minute that you were due to leave it.   I understand why, as it wastes your time so 

helping them get a result, but if you arrive at a control the last of four other cars, all of 

whom are running a bit late, and there's only  one marshal that also has to initial  a shed  



load of previous code board entries, it means that you have just lost 2 minutes before 

you've even left the control! 

 

Anyway, got a bit further into the P&B and then had another nightmare section with cars 

all over the place which confused the hell out of us and by that time I just wanted to get 

to the last TC and sod the consequences. 

I haven't had time to sit at the table to see if I can plot the route properly and I've no 

doubt that it will work reasonably well, but with two short sections early on before 

which you had to plot a lot of out-of-order map references, let alone find your way 

through various junctions, in my view it was way harder than it needed to be. 

 

Somewhere within that melee we lost pretty much all our time and technically went 

OTL - not just because we were late, but we dropped quite a few minutes because of 

slow marshal processing at some controls. 

However we carried on as we weren't sure if they might have extended lateness with so 

many cars going off route - its a bloomin' good thing that there were so few buildings 

around there, otherwise there might have been a major PR issue... 

 

Back onto the marked maps and even then it was hard to keep of the tracks were a fair 

bit slower - bumpy, slippery and very dusty but that was fine and would have been suffi-

cient to get a partial result which just proved that they didn't need to make the 2nd P&B 

so hard. 

 

So, not a bad event in itself, but I would liked to have seen a bit more use of a wiggly 

route on the Plain instead of the miles of straight-line route that was interspersed with 

code boards at side junctions.  

Some of the bigger triangles were ok, but to then find just a code board instead of a 

manned PC meant they lost that opportunity to get a result - and particularly frustrating 

to then go to a time control with 6 or more reflective jackets moving about and you still 

drop more time because they wouldn't process more than one car at a time. 

 

All power to those that did manage to navigate themselves around properly though, par-

ticularly Cath Woodman who navved the winning car - but I've never understood how 

she can do this so quickly & accurately.  Maybe it was just me being old and slow and 

crotchety / tired but if I knew that I would have to do a very similar P&B section like the 

one described above, then I wouldn't do the event again. The rest was fine though, and 

friendly people too, so I do hope that the on time in some places as 3rd Myotis next year 

will be the excellent event it could be. 

  

Andy Elcomb  

MEMBERS THOUGHTS 

Hi Andy, thanks for navigating and writing an article a definite bonus having a journalist 

on board! I recon 12th was OK following the P and B problems.  

Kind regards   Graham Child  



EDITORIAL RAMBLING’S 

 
Well here we are again, amazingly it is only just over a week to Crystal Palace as I write 

this.  So for this reason we have decided to make the magazine a couple of days late, so 

we  can put in some reports and pictures of Crystal Palace..  Hopefully a lot of you will 

have been there, competing,  offering your help or just supporting the event.  Because of 

the  extra space  needed for this, I have had to hold some of your articles over to the next 

month.  But I have already started on that Mag, and have already placed them in. 

 

It has been good to see a lot of faces out about and competing, and a good turn out for the 

7 Oaks Autotests on the Thursday night’s.  We have been very lucky with the weather, 

but we all look like we have a  good tan by the end of the night (unfortunately we are 

covered in dust, still good fun!) 

 

As normal I would like to ask you for any items you would like put in the Magazine.  

Any events you have done past or present, Jokes, adverts.  Comments and entries for my 

Caption Comps which I intend to make a regular feature.  There are 2 this month. 

Anyway hope to see you all out and about, have fun 

Sue 

FOR SALE 

AUSTIN HEALEY SPRITE (Mk.1)   Frogeye.   YLW794 
  

First registered: 28.01.1960   Yellow.  948cc. 

Bought & registered by current SDMC member, 16.09.98  

Previous owner MOT June 1997, following fitting of restored body-shell. Steel bonnet & 

chrome bumpers. 

MOT each year since. Current MOT till 15.06.2011, and will be sold with new MOT. 

Historic vehicle, no road tax.  

Front disc brakes, front anti-roll bar, electric rev-counter, seat belts, fitted September 

1998.  

Replacement engine 1098cc & gearbox, built & fitted by Goldsmith & Young Ltd. in 

May 1999. 

Electronic ignition. 

Balanced crank, clutch & flywheel assembly. 

Unleaded head, polished and flowed, with oversize valves. 

Duplex timing gear. 

New HS2 carburettors with uprated electric fuel pump. 

Special exhaust system. 

Hood, almost unused.  Tonneau cover. 

Offers c.£9k  

David Stevens 

davidstevens@wyenet.co.uk 



CAPTION COMPETITION 

What are they saying? Or thinking 

Last Month’s was Jim Giddings, only 2 replies. 

The winning one from Jade Webber was “ This is Jim’s toe touching exercise before his 

run” Will give you your prize when I see you next.  Well done. 

Runner up, was Andy Webber his was , as Jade told me “ He was just checking his nuts 

were tight” 

 

Please can we have lots of suggestions for this month’s one. Thanks. (No article required 

if that helps!) 

Answers for last month’s Quiz 
1. Fernando Alonso 

2. Lewis Hamilton 

3. Sam Hornish Jnr 

4. Sebastian Bourdais 

5. Jimmie Johnson, Kevin Harwick, Todd Bodine 

6. Rick Kelly 

7. Adam Mckrow 

8. John McIntyre 

9. Paul Di Resta 

10. Earl Bamber 



 A 4 wheeled obsession 
 

From my earliest memories cars always seemed to feature first and  foremost in my 

thoughts, my mother will tell you that as she pushed me along our south London street in  

my pram, 4 wheels and leaf springs  not  the fold down Maclaren buggy of today’s future 

Lewis Hamilton’s I would name every car we passed, calling them out to her. Fridays 

pocket money would be saved until enough had been stashed away to allow me to add to 

my collection of matchbox cars, Burrows the toy shop on Anerley Hill was the place I 

would rush to when  I could afford to buy that Dodge Challenger, red with white roof ,oh 

so 70’s. 

 

Relatives soon found this little boy very easy  to shop for at Birthdays and Christmas any-

thing  car related and he’ll be happy, books, models, garages even jigsaws with a picture 

of a car, my collection of all thing automotive soon began to grow very quickly. Some 43 

years later Birthdays and Christmas still have a familiar feel  to them. 

Education mechanically began with peddle pumping duties, up, down, hold it, up down  

arrghh  was the shout my dad made as he clambered out from under our 100e with a face 

full of hydraulic fluid, lesson there always better to be the peddle pusher than the bleed 

nipple operator. There was a row of 10 lock up garages behind our house which meant 

there was always someone working on their car. I would wait until a car was pushed out 

and the bonnet raised and within minutes this home mechanic would have a willing assis-

tant. Clutch changes, Valve regrinds  if someone was working on their car I was there, 

usually getting more grease on me than the car, much to the dismay of my mothers 

weekly wash. 

 

As the time approached my seventeenth birthday I could tell you the number of days until 

I could have my first official driving lesson  which I can still remember vividly, half past 

five on a November evening in the middle of south Norwood, talk about in at the deep 

end. 

My first love, sorry that should read first car was a Mini. I had bought the mini without 

my parents knowing and stored it at a friends house, the day I passed my test I arrived 

home and after mum and Dad had congratulated me I announced that I would now be 

picking up my car they both looked at each other with a surprised look  which later 

turned to Horror when I turned up with a 1275 GT Mini straight through exhaust  an all. 

They really hated that little car probably due to the disturbed sleep patterns  of me arriv-

ing home in the early hours. 

 

One sunny Sunday  at the Hickstead show ground was my introduction to the Hot Rod 

and Custom car scene with people stepping out on to the old A23, back in the days when 

it was still a single carriage way, stopping the traffic so as to allow a Mk 1 Cortina with 

rover v8 power to perform a rolling burnout, No health and safety in the good old days. 

This looked like enormous fun so the build of my own Hot Rod began. This again proved 

controversial with my parents with them worrying that their son was chopping up a car 

into pieces that he wanted to later race at something called a Drag Strip. My 100e did get 

built, and as some of you know it was a fairly interesting car. 

 



My longest owner ship of a car came to an end this year after 22 years, a sad day  but just 

the end of one chapter  really giving me the chance to start a new one. I have changed my 

outlet for speed from the Drag Strip to the Sprint circuit in recent years also  having  

found a new bunch of car addicts to play with, you the people reading these pages, I wish 

I had found 7 oaks many years ago.  

Cars have come and gone with good memories and bad but still the passion,  perhaps a 

better word than obsession remains and I know it will stay with me until my dying day 

 A good friend of mine describes our hobby  not just a thing to do on the odd occasion 

but as a way of life. 

 

JASON ANDREWS 

BUYING A CAR 
 

I went to a couple of car dealerships last week. The first I stopped at was Kia. Well noth-

ing caught my eye, but the price was right.  

Then I went to a Ford dealer. I didn't really find anything I liked, but every car had a pair 

of shoes in the trunk. 

At last I went to the Chevy dealer. Well, I see one that I like. The dealer does the once 

over with me, then he pops the boot.  Disappointed, I looked at the dealer and said: 

"Well, there’s something missing." 

The dealer puzzled asks: "What?" 

I said: "At the Ford dealership I checked out, they had a new pair of shoes in the trunk of 

every car!" 

 

Smiling the dealer says: "That's so they can walk home!" 



Social Scene 

 

S&DMC SOCIAL EVENT CALENDAR 
(Contact Rosemary or Nigel Mead, Tel.No. 01892 832420 

e-mail : mead.rosemary@virginmedia.com). 

Please contact The Bell if you will be purchasing food, Tel.No.01732 761550. 

WEDNESDAY 15TH JUNE 

NOGGIN AND NATTER 

At The Bell, Kemsing 

THURSDAY 14 TH JULY 

BREWERY VISIT 

Anyone  interested in an evening visit to Westerham Brewery? 

Start at 6-30pm and Finish at 9-30pm. 

Brewery Tour and Beer Tasting for £8-50 per head. 

BBQ Sausages available for £3-50. 

WILL ONLY BE BOOKED IF SUFFICIENT INTEREST RECEIVED 

(to above contact) BY FRIDAY 17TH JUNE. 

WEDNESDAY 20TH JULY 

NOGGIN AND NATTER 

At The Bell, Kemsing 

WEDNESDAY 17TH AUGUST 

BAT AND TRAP 

At The Bell, Kemsing 

WEDNESDAY 21ST SEPTEMBER 

NOGGIN AND NATTER 

At The Bell, Kemsing 

WEDNESDAY 19TH OCTOBER 

FILM NIGHT 

At The Bell, Kemsing 

    WEALD  NEWS  
The current main contacts for each Club are:  

Bexley   Glyn Williams  01622 715018    wilcat@btinternet.com   

Blackpalfrey  Andy Gibson  01227 792740  andy@blackpalfrey.co.uk   

Borough 18   Roger McKenzie  01732 884312  rmckenzie@playleandpartners.co.uk 

Borough 19   John Sharp   01206 728272  jmsharpb19@hotmail.co.uk   

Central Sussex     Graham Prevett      07973 719948        grahamprevett@yahoo.com   

Chelmsford      Matt Endean          01375 407124        superuno@blueyonder.co.uk   

Croydon   Mike Shotter  07910 874414  michaelshotter@gmail.com   

Eastbourne                 Tim Smith                        01424 222662        ermccontact@aol.com                    

Maidstone   Tom Solomon  07836 636622  tomsk24@aol.com 

North West Kent        John Caryl                        07775 564497        john@carylj.

freeserve.co.uk 



Sevenoaks   Steve Thompson  0208 3002609       stevthom1@hotmail.com                   

Southern   Robert Pike   01233 840057  robert@pulmolink.co.uk 

These lists below include all Weald events for which no Competition Licence is re-

quired.  Anybody wishing  

to go out and play should get in touch with the contacts as noted below.  

These lists below include all Weald events for which no Competition Licence is re-

quired.  Anybody wishing  

to go out and play should get in touch with the contacts as noted below.  

20/20 RALLIES 

6 August 2011                                         B18 – contact Roger McKenzie as above  

24 September 2011                                   Bexley – contact Glyn Williams as above  

29 October 2011                           Croydon Cadmoc – contact Mike Shotter – details 

above                                                                                             

SCATTERS 

27 October 2011                                 MMKMC – contact Tom Soloman as above  

12 CAR REGULARITY RUNS 

10 July 2011                                      Blackpalfrey – contact Andy Gibson as above  

28 August 2011  

4 June 2011                                        ERMC – contact Tim Smith as above  

17 and 31 July 2011   

4 September 2011  

AUTOTESTS 

2, 16 and 30 June 2011                     Sevenoaks – contact Stacey Thompson – 0208 300 

2609  

14 July 2011   

7 August 2011  

   

4, 8 and 22 June 2011    MMKMC – contact Tom Soloman as above  

6 and 20 July 2011  

3 and 17 August 2011  

4 September 2011  

8 and 22 July 2011                            ERMC - contact  Tim Smith as above  

5, 14 and 19 August 2011  

CAR TRIALS 

25 September 2011                          ERMC – contact  Tim Smith as above  

20 November 2011                   MMKMC – contact – Bruce Jenkins – bajen-

kins@btinternet.com   

23 October 2011                                   B19 – contact John Sharp as above  

6 November 2011                                  Sevenoaks – contact Chin – 01732 823132 - 

chin@btinternet.com 

Thank you 
Thank you to all of you who have dug out snippets to go in “Down Memory Lane”. 

Please can everyone try to find more, they all make interesting reading. 

Regards 

Sue 



TYRE STRAPPING FOR CRYSTAL PALACE 

Tyre strapping for those who may not know, is putting 4 bands around a stack of 5 tyres, 

to protect the drivers from dangerous obstacles, it is a very necessary part of the organisa-

tion to running Motor  Sport at the Palace.  We had about 800 tyres to do, so was going to 

be an arduous job. 

 

This had been scheduled for the Sunday 15th May, and the next weekend, however due to 

the brilliant number that turned up, it was all completed on the 1st day.  Many thanks to 

all who turned up, it was fun, very dirty and hard work, but rewarding and a laugh.  So 

thanks to all of you, Andy Webber, Jade Webber, Brian Kirby, Sarah Lane, Derek Lane, 

Clive Cooke, Russell Giddings, Martyn Ellis, Andy Elcomb, Sue Jessop, Chris Scudder,  

Clive Scott and grandson Ben Ballard, Steve Fox, Dennis Usmar, Andy Foyle, Nigel 

Mead and Andy Lang.  See you all next year.  Sue J 

And this is the report I got, think it sums the day up nicely. 



This is just a quick note to say a big thank you to you all for a job well done.   

  

I guess the sentiments in the following message are what it is all about. 

  

Best regards 

 

Colin 

- 

Colin Billings 

 

Just a quick note to thank you and all your team for the greatest motorsport weekend of 

my year. 

I have looked forward to this event since I set off home from last year.  There was no 

doubt that this was the only must-do event of 2011. 

  

For our car to win on both days was particularly pleasing, I doubt I will get so much 

pleasure winning any other events this year. 

  

To see such a good crowd of competitors and spectators, Bromley councillors showing 

support by attending the event is proof enough that this event has a long future ahead of 

it.  

My best wishes to you all.  

  

Mike Field 

  

Hi Sue 

Apart from the fact that I enjoyed the day myself the main thing was the enthusiasm 

among the spectators that I spoke to for a good old fashioned event where you could get 

amongst the cars and drivers. Congratulations to the organisers. I used to organise events, 

back in the dark ages, and I can appreciate the tremendous effort that went into this.  

 

Brian Kirby 



COMMENTS FROM MEMBERS 
 

My comments are ones of woe from a 7Oaks member 

  

Having just had a 1965 Morris Cooper s fully refurbished & engine completely rebuilt, I 

was driving back from Prescott Hill Climb being my 1st event when – BANG – the en-

gine blows up!!!!  Had to be trailered home by  AA & worse could not enter Sun/Mon at 

Crystal Palace. 

  

Really disappointed looked forward since last year and this happens the day before.  

Picture of me at Prescott attached.  

Still always next year.  

 

Regards  

  

Maurice Fitzgerald 

Snippet 

 

Nice to beat a Ferrari with a 1300 pug. Good battles all day with 3.0 litre Alfa. He got 

me by 0.17 on last run. Must try harder!!!! Great day out (I only did Sunday). Great at-

mosphere. It's in the diary for 2012( I hope). Maybe it can be an Olympic event!!!!!!! 

Andrew Actman 

Sue: From a competitor's point of view, ABSOLUTELY BRILLIANT. Everybody was 

efficient, friendly and helpful, and the event ran like clockwork.. The organising team 

even managed for the rain threatened for Monday afternoon to hold off until ten minutes 

after the final run. Well done to all. Tony Gomis 

 All comments from people were favourable, nothing negative - except  for John Potts in 

the Cooper Monaco who felt a bit insulted when someone asked him if his car was 

Roary the Racing Car !! 

  

Regards, 

Rosemary and Nigel. 



 

I was lucky enough to fall into all the categories being a competitor, marshal & organiser 

for this wonderful event. 

  

As a competitor I was delighted to “pull one out of the hat” on my last run knocking a 

second off my previous fastest time elevating me to 4th from a class of 22. I still didn’t 

quite break the 40 second barrier though, & it would’ve been even nicer to have gone 

home with a pot.. 

  

On the marshalling front this year I was “seconded” from Clive Scudder’s team of crowd 

control to join Clive “The Chancellor” Cooke’s team of money collectors on the gate. 

Whilst I didn’t see much race action it was thrilling watching the crowds roll in and hand 

over their tenners. It was fantastic too hearing the positive comments from people as 

they made their way home, I feel we delivered a great day’s entertainment for the 

money. 

  

Finally in my limited way it was fulfilling to put something into the organising too, at-

tending the monthly planning meetings where work commitments allowed. My contribu-

tions here was tiny compared to most, but if more people help it lightens the load on the 

few that take on the most responsibility. I take my hat off to Colin & the rest of the hard 

working team, & feel proud to have been involved with it. 

 

  

Jim Giddings 

CAPTION COMPETITION 
Courtesy of Jim,. 

 

Comments please for next month’s mag 



Car number 4 the Deep Sanderson Formula Junior. 
 

I joined the Sevenoaks and District Motor Club specifically to run in the Crystal Palace 
sprint meeting (I live in Newbury).  I enjoyed the day immensely, the organisation, pro-
fessionalism and friendliness of the organisers, marshals and other competitors made it a 
meeting to remember for a long time and definitely to repeat in the future.  The course 
was challenging - oh-so-tight corners (compared to circuit racing) and no run off areas.  
Gulp!  But very pleasing to record improved times with each run and win second in class.  
Very many thanks to all!  I shall be back next year.  Chris Wilks 

Hi Sue, 
  
My first visit to C/P, bloody hell how much work went into that!! 
I did just a few hours selling programmes with Russ and Simon that only scratched the 
surface of the real amount of work that was put in. 
The guy out of Faithless, who was tearing off tights with his teeth, was recognised by 
Russ Giddings who cleverly mentioned Porche Racing? I had no idea what he meant until 
he explained.. 
Martyn Ellis who came second in class with a storming run after his son Matt gave him a 
pep talk which was supposed to have got him psyched up, well in reality it was Tony and 
Kev, they leaned in and told him he was a crap driver and that he should do better, red 
rag I wonder!? 
I had taken my silver TVR Griffith for the TVR stand, Nick the RO for SE London 
TVRCC said he thought the whole event was so much better than last year and seemed to 
be much better supported.  
Cheers 
  
Clive 


