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Welcome to July’s Chairman’s Chat. 

 
I hope that you all enjoyed June’s bumper edition of Acorn and I believe that this one is 

also going to be larger than normal – how very nice it is for Sue to have so much copy 

for her to edit. If anyone would like some spare copies of the recent Acorns to give to 

prospective new members or as interesting reading on a table at work, then just give me a 

shout and I’ll send some out. 

 

The dust has pretty much settled over Crystal Palace now and I believe the preliminary 

figures are favourable so it’ll soon be full steam ahead planning for next year. So, now’s 

the time to have a chat with anyone you know who either has, or has knowledge of, some 

more interesting cars and start to get them worked up to bring them along to CP in 2012. 

We were nearly full, but could have coped with some more entries and display cars and 

we do have to keep on making the event one of the “must-do” events of the year. 

Compliments have been flooding in from all angles – competitors, sponsors, spectators, 

displays, Bromley Council and local residents so we know that we have a winning for-

mula – let’s hope that we can continue in the vein for many years to come. 

On a different tack, last “Chat” I mentioned that a bit of field engineering had enabled 

Sue’s Ibiza to get home from the autotest, at which it had broken just as we started. Un-

fortunately we must have upset some gremlin or other by overcoming that obstacle be-

cause despite a new rotor arm, distributor cap and leads, the blinkin’ thing has still got an 

intermittent misfire. Even a new coil hasn’t made any difference – anyone got any 

thoughts on what is playing up? Sue didn’t even get the last autotest as the car conked 

out before Brands Hatch – so frustrating! 

 

But, as they say, that’s motorsport. There are good times and bad ones and sooner or later 

those bad ones will come around and I suppose you just have to knuckle down and work 

your way through them. Despite the bad times, don’t forget to let Chin know of your tri-

umphs or woes as they all count in one or other of our annual awards. The good thing is 

that we have such a wide range of club members – most of whom are extremely keen to 

help out a fellow member. So don’t forget, if there is anything that you are unsure about 

re the club, its activities or if you are looking for advice on some aspect of motorsport or 

driving, then don’t be shy – pipe up and ask! You can do it via our Fast Talk forum 

which has been a bit quiet of late or via the Acorn, or of course contact myself or any of 

the committee and we’ll do our best to point you in the right direction if we don’t know 

ourselves. 

 

I’m looking forward to the forthcoming AutoSolo at North Weald and hope to see many 

of you there. We’re also hoping to have some interesting social activities towards autumn 

so do keep a look out for them, but the first of which will be Bat & Trap at Kemsing – 

always a jolly good hoot! In the meantime I hope to get to see the new film Senna which 

has been getting rave reviews, but I’d better remember to take some tissues as I’m a bit 

of a softy at heart. 

 

Andy Elcomb 



MOTORSPORT AT THE PALACE – 29 AND 30 MAY 
 
Well, the Club has done it again, or more specifically some members of the Club 
have done it again – STAGED A FANTASTIC 2 DAYS OF MOTORSPORT AT 
CRYSTAL PALACE that competitors, exhibitors, spectators, sponsors, officials 
and contractors universally acclaimed a success. 
 
As someone who just turns up on the day to give a helping hand I am astounded 
at the time and commitment these 7Oaks members give to the event.  They have 
spent hours and hours each week over the past 12 months getting ready for this 
year’s event. 
 
They had to work with the MSA, the London Borough of Bromley and London 
Development Agency to get agreement on the track, paddock and spectator ar-
eas before they even started the mammoth tasks that include: 
 

��Getting sponsorship 
��Booking contractors for things such as security, hygiene services, cater-

ing, track construction, printing and publishing 
��Asking, cajoling and mugging people to be an official (I think I counted 

44 people on a list and this is without any of the track and spectator mar-
shals) 

��Getting and organising exhibitors 
��Meeting all requirements under health and safety as well as organising a 

high level of security that such an event demands 
��Marketing the event through an eye catching website, posters, banners, 

press releases – you name it they probably did it 
��Printing programmes, tickets, posters, banners, signs……etc. 

 
Then doing all the normal things associated with a sprint but on a two day scale! 
 
THANK YOU TO YOU ALL 

 

Hi Sue: My mate Andy Owler, FDMC member, has asked me to transmit to SDMC his 

thanks for organising Crystal Palace:he was having a great day until it came to a rather 

abrupt end when he parked his Matra Bagheera against the armco at the finish. Both the 

car and Andy's dignity took a battering, but I'm pleased to say they will be out and about 

again in the near future.  He asked me to pass on his specific extra  thanks to the mar-

shalls and rescue crew who sorted him out in quick time. 

I see his photo (or rather a photo of his front-less Bagheera being towed back to the pad-

dock) graced our latest mag. I think Andy may have a suitable caption, but I'll leave it to 

him to relay it to you.......or not, as the case may be. 

Cheers. Tony Gomis 



SMILE DIARY FOR A DAY AT CRYSTAL PALACE  

MOTORSPORT 
 

0600 hrs – Chris Judge at the entrance gate beaming and saying hello; set up for 

the day with his mug of coffee ready to meet and greet competitors, officials and 

eventually the spectators arriving by car. 

 

0601 hrs – The nice man from BKS Security Services greets me with a smile and 

directs me to the paddock area whilst forewarning me there might be a few cars 

driving around so to take care! 

 

0604 hrs – Karen Webber with a grin on her face offering me my first cup of tea 

or coffee that day.  Karen has already got everything set up ready for the on-

slaught of competitors arriving for signing on. 

 

0615 hrs – Chris Scudder at officials signing on – I am sure he is still growing 

taller! 

 

 

0715 – 08.30 hrs – Lots of smiles from the competitors at sign-

ing on.  The sun is shining, the track is dry and no one forgets 

their MSA Licence! 

 

 

0830 hrs – We thought Andy Elcomb was going to sing, but thankfully he only 

uses the microphone for the driver’s briefing. 

 

 

Nigel, Rosemary and Roy get the competitors lined up ready to be released onto 

the track and at 0900 hrs – ah, the sound of the first car pulling away for prac-

tice. 

 

0905 hrs – Our first spectators come through the gates to be greeted by superb 

static displays of cars, a bouncy castle, Ancasters Formula 1 simulator, Roary 

the Racing Car, classic motorbikes and many other attractions but best of all the 

spectacle of beautifully prepared cars speeding around the historic track. 

 

The next 3+ hours speed (excuse the pun) by, punctuated by competitors coming into say 

how much they are enjoying the event; the scrutineers telling us all the cars are in fine 

shape; our MSA Steward Bill Shewan checking all is well and the paperwork complete 

(isn’t it nice when you have a knowledgeable, helpful and happy MSA Steward).  We 

also find ourselves mugged by Ceri Hurford-Jones wanting to pre-record interviews to 

relay over the public address system later in the day as part of the commentary for the 

event. 

 



 
13.00 hrs – The Mayor arrives and is taken around the track in a Nissan Leaf – 

silent and superbly quick.  The Mayor and his mum, who was accompanying 

him, had huge smiles on their faces despite our Events Director, Colin Billings, 

doing the driving. 
 
Then off we go again with the first competitive runs of the day. 

 
Where is the afternoon going?  Everything is running beautifully, the odd 
track incident but this shows the spectators that motorsport is a serious 
business and thankfully no one is injured although one car has to be re-
covered and will be missing their next sprint outing whilst repairs are 

done – but would you believe the driver comes into say what a great event and 
he will be returning next year. 

 
Although not anywhere in his class one competitor continually calls into 
see us and check his times.  His aim is to break the 50 seconds barrier 
for his run – which he does on his fifth attempt – well done Andre I think 
your smile was amongst the biggest of the day. 
 
1645 hrs – It has gone quiet!  The safety car has closed the course, re-
sults have been declared provisional and the competitors are gathered 
around comparing notes on their times.  Smiles all round. 
 
 
1715 hrs - The awards are handed out, accompanied by banter from all 
and lots of nice things are said by everyone. 
 
 
Too late to tell you the time but the team are busy packing up and clear-
ing everything away.  Where would we be without the members who set 
up and then clear up after events and in particular Andy and Iain Gibson 
who work so tirelessly!  Chris Judge, the first smile of the day, is still here 

returning radios and is still smiling! 
 
Everyone from competitors, exhibitors, the charities, spectators the organisers 
and all others involved in the event should have a smile on their faces – it was a 
wonderful two days. 
 
SUE BILLINGS 
 

A police officer stops a blonde for speeding and asks her very nicely if he could see her 

licence.  

She replied in a huff, 'I wish you guys would get your act together. 

Just yesterday you take away my licence and then today you expect me to show it to 

you!' 



Dear Sue, 

 Tony Gomis passed to me your request for some words about my "incident" at MACP 

on Bank Holiday Monday! I hope the attached may be of interest. I have further pics of 

the incident and I attach a "before" pic as well! 

  

I also confessed to Tony (who passed to me his copy of your excellent mag) that it was I 

who, in my innocence, asked John Potts if the little car parked near the noise test box, 

was "Roary the Racing Car"? I didn't intend to insult him and I sincerely apologise for 

any offence given but (being a [near] great Grandad) I still don't know who/what "Roary" 

is! I looked again later at what I now know to be the Cooper Monaco and very much ap-

preciated the quality!  

 

Feel free to edit as you see fit. I would like the tribute to the marshals, organisers and 

rescue teams to be included if at all possible. I was marshalling at the Abingdon Sprint 

last weekend, doing my "bit"!  

wbw 

   

Anthony "Andy" Owler 

FDMC 

 



Matra-Simca Bagheera S crash – May 30th 2011 at 
Crystal Palace 

Fresh* from the Sunday Prescott Hill Climb meeting for French cars I disgraced 
myself at Crystal Palace! I crashed the Bagheera into the Armco safety fence 
just after the finish line on the Monday of the Crystal Palace Sprint. I was unhurt 
but the front of “Baggy Joe**”although quite badly damaged, is very repairable. 
 
*Maybe that should read “...not very fresh...”!  
** “Baggy Joe” is so called because of the many different colour paint coats we 
found when we started the “bare GRP” re-spray in 2009. 
 
This was my first visit to Crystal Palace and the two practice runs on the track 
went very well. It seems to suit the Bagheera's road holding and supercharged 
power system very well. On the first practice run we were faster than my Alpine 
Renault friend and 7Oaks member Tony Gomis in his Macardier CAN-AM race 
car. I don't think he was really trying but I enjoyed the brief moment of glory! 
 
P2 was not as quick as P1 but I was trying other gear change points and alterna-
tive racing lines though the corners. The first timed run felt really quick and my 
time over the finish line was the fastest yet. But 20m after the finish line, with the 
track starting to bear left after the run to the line (which a right hand bend), and 
with my brain in neutral, I found that the two left hand wheels were on the earth 
and not on the tarmac. In a moment the car was spinning and the front contacted 
the Armco safety fence. We were going sideways at the time and all the impact 
was along the front of the car. The car was flung backwards into the bushes on 
the other side of the track and everything stopped! Red flags came out to say 
there had been an accident and the safety teams went into action. 
 
The whole nose and bumper are made from GRP and although looking quite 
dramatic the supporting steel work did its “impact absorbing” task and the dam-
age is not too hard to repair. Baggy Joe will run again! 
 
But just for the moment I must praise the marshals who were very quickly by my 
side telling me very loudly "NOT TO MOVE ANYTHING - especially my head"! I 
obeyed and after about 30 seconds he said "now move your head VERY 
SLOWLY to make sure it is still attached". It was still attached and it was then 
OK to take my helmet off. By this time the Ambulance and rescue truck had ar-
rived and they were trying and find the front tow hook. It had been mangled in 
the impact and the wheels were on full left steering. The bumper had been 
pushed back onto the tyres and we needed to remove the broken GRP wreckage 
to free off the steering. 
 
The Ambulance staff wanted me to come into their vehicle and be "checked 
over" while I was more interested in helping the rescue team remove the GRP 
nose cone to give access to the crushed bumper.  
 



As I was heaving vigorously at the broken ends of the bumper I heard one Am-
bulance man say “I don’t think he needs checking over!” He sounded disap-
pointed! 
 
On the marshal’s instructions I started the engine and drove slowly out of the 
hedge but there was water leaking from the area of the radiator and I stopped 
again. They hooked Baggy onto the tow rope and we set off, very slowly, back 
along the circuit to the trailer park.  
As we emerged from the wooded finish line area into the main arena, where a 
large number of spectators were watching, they started to cheer and clap. I 
waved out of the driver’s window and they cheered louder! All the way back to 
the trailer park there were cheers and somebody said loudly “Well done Mate, at 
least you were trying”. It was as though I had won my class, although possibly 
better! Brilliant! 
 
The rescue team loaded Baggy Joe onto our trailer and friends arrived on foot to 
inspect the wreckage (and me)! We set off back to the Paddock to reassure our 
other friends that there was no cause for alarm. Matra Club members Roy Gillard 
and Chris House came over to see what happens when a Bagheera crashes 
(happily a rare occurrence, so far) and were satisfied that I had survived and in 
“relatively” good spirits. “Spirits” were what I needed but the large “Gin and 
Tonic” had to wait until I had driven home! Graham Pryme (7Oaks) and many 
others friends made a fuss of me and I felt something of a celebrity! 
 
So a day that could have resulted in serious damage to both Baggy Joe and me 
ended so much better than it might have done. As a relative new-comer to com-
petitive motorsport, after two decades of classic car shows and “polishing”, I am 
very grateful to all those who organise these events and, in particular, the mar-
shals and rescue teams who play such a vital role when the drivers get “over-
exuberant”! 
 
The commentator that afternoon, although he was right when he said that Baggy 
Joe was a DIY restoration by my wife “Charlie” and myself, he could not have 
known that Charlie died in January this year. Her lasting contribution to my sur-
vival was to say “If you really must start to compete, don’t skimp on the safety 
stuff!” How right she was!  
 
Note: Although unusual in the UK, over 40,000 Bagheeras were built by Matra 
Automobiles in France and this one was first registered in 1977. All came with 
three abreast seating and most had a 1442cc Simca engine just in front of the 
rear wheels i.e. mid-engined.  Graham Pryme’s Matra-Talbot Murena succeeded 
the Bagheera and has either a 1.6 or 2.2 litre engine. Baggy Joe has the 1.6 litre 
Murena engine with a Shorrock Supercharger (DIY installation). 
 
Andy Owler (FDMC and Matra Enthusiasts Club UK) 



Crystal Palace 2011 overall report  
So another very successful Crystal Palace has been and gone. Two excellent days were 

enjoyed by everybody involved including myself and my dad this was helped greatly by 

the weather which had the decency to hold of until after the final run on Monday eve. 

Congratulations to John Hewart and Mike Field for achieving the FTD on Sunday and 

Monday respectively in the Stohr DSR, also further congratulations to all the class win-

ners especially those who won by very close margins.  

I am sure I speak on behalf of everyone when I say thank you to the organizers for bring-

ing Crystal Palace back in 2010 after a 10 year gap and then improving it for 2011. I can 

remember the original sprints as a youngster (I know I’m not that old yet) and to be com-

peting in them now is excellent.  

As for Next year the signs look good, with the Mayor of Bromley being asked at the 

prize giving on Monday whether we are welcome back his reply was and I quote “you 

are more than welcome”. So on to next year and doing it all over again: Late entries, 

wrong or missing documents, changes of addresses for tickets to be sent to, requests for 

the same numbers and fervently hoping the weather behaves itself…. We wouldn’t want 

any other way? Would we?  

 

Personal report  
Since Last year’s Crystal Palace the Duckspeed Standard Vanguard (car 142) has had its 

gearbox, clutch and master cylinders and pipes renewed and upgraded. This meant I was 

able to make it round the circuit without scaring the Squirrels with crunching gear 

changes like I had to last year.  

Over the course of the Sunday we worked out that up to 20 different people who knew us 

came over to see us and the car and to ask how it was going this was in addition to my 

family who had come down from Liverpool and Rotherham to support me So no pressure 

then! Fortunately I was able to go much quicker this year to last year with a quickest time 

of 58.46 compared to 1.05.00 last year a big improvement which I was made up with, 

however it was still the slowest time of the day but hey someone has to be.   

After my efforts competing on Sunday, myself and my dad Marshalled or should I say 

litter picked on Monday to help everybody out. We did this most of the day and I don’t 

think Crystal Palace park has been so free of litter. I have since been told that the dog 

walkers on Tuesday commented on how tidy it was.  

The Vanguard on Monday was posing on the Sevenoaks and District Motor Club stand 

where it attracted quite bit of attention and photographers. The car was remembered for 

the L and B motor days where they were fascinated that it still had the original number 

plate and 01 telephone number on back. L and B motors raced vanguards in classic sa-

loons in the late 70s early 80s (the good old days before I came along as my dad says) 

including my dad who raced a sportsman and a standard 10.  

After the Prize Giving on Monday evening in the rain (come on this is Britain It can’t be 

perfect all the time) it was time for the final clear up and to put the car back to bed until 

next time which we are not sure about yet. It was then on to the Essex coast for a week of 

doing nothing at my grand parents and then to Ipswich and home a week after the event 

finished we were the first to arrive in the paddock on Sunday morning and then last to get 

home a week later quite a feat in the end  

Richard Scotchmer  



 

  

Two Ladies Talking in  Heaven 
 

1st woman:    Hi! Wanda. 

 

2nd woman:   Hi! Sylvia.  How'd you die? 

 

1st woman:    I froze to death. 

 

2nd woman:   How horrible! 

 

1st woman:    It wasn't so bad.... After I quit  shaking from the cold, I began to get warm 

& sleepy, and finally died a peaceful death. What about you? 

 

2nd woman:   I died of a  massive heart attack. I suspected that my husband was cheat-

ing, so I came home early to catch him in the act.   But instead, I found him all by him-

self in the den watching TV. 

 

1st woman:    So, what happened? 

 

2nd woman:   I was so sure there was another woman  there somewhere that I started 

running all over the house looking. I ran up into the attic and searched, and down into the 

basement.  Then I went through every closet and checked under all the beds.  I kept this 

up until I had looked everywhere, and finally I became so exhausted that I just keeled 

over with a heart attack and died. 

 

1st woman:   Too bad you didn't look in the freezer---we'd both still be alive. 

 

Graham Pryme 



Basil Elkington Trial - March 20th 

 
The club attracted a good entry of 31 for the Basil Elkington Car Trial, held at Stoneacre 

Farm, near Bearsted, Kent on Sunday 20th March. Being a round of the Association of 

Central Southern and Association of South Eastern Car Trial Championships, strong 

competition was anticipated. However, before we talk about the day, some of our new 

members may well ask “who is Basil Elkington?” Let me enlighten you. 

 

Basil Elkington sadly passed away some time ago, but his memory and legacy lives on in 

many Sevenoaks members today. He was a key figure in the success of this club and 

worked tirelessly for umpteen years serving in many committee roles. He loved grass 

routes motor-sport and was instrumental in devising numerous initiatives to get people 

out competing.  In my eyes he was the ‘father figure’ of the club, because when he asked 

you to do something, you didn’t have the heart to say no! He was very persuasive! So it 

is fitting that one of our key ‘grass routes events’ is named after his good self. So now 

you know. 

 

Club Treasurer Clive Cooke was on hand as event Secretary and Clerk of the Course, 

with help from Judy Cooke, Stacey Thompson and Andy Elcomb. The day started early 

in bright sunshine, although the morning dew proved tricky and sticky first thing. Being 

an MSA ‘clubman status’ event, we had one set of drivers chasing regional champion-

ship points and the rest just competing for the day. Although these two sets of drivers 

were linked together, the club presented two sets of awards for championship and non-

championship drivers accordingly. 

 

Class one had myself and nephew David driving our newly acquired Nissan Micra, 

pitched against Nick Woolletts’s Astra, Sue Jessop’s Seat Ibiza and Paul Wicks in a Peu-

geot. All the hills proved tricky and as usual David and myself made many mistakes, but 

we managed to keep ahead by half time. 

Paul Wickes was going well and not far behind in second place with Nick Woollett and 

Sue Jessop 

(ably being bounced by Judy Cooke) having a right old battle between themselves. Sue’s 

flat out every where strategy proved her undoing on some sections, but clearly the noise 

from the car dictated great fun!  The hills were changed for the afternoon runs and these 

proved even more difficult, but very good indeed. Well, who wants an easy ride? The 

objective is to make it difficult in any case. 

 

The class two battles were between Richard and Emma Olsen in their trusty Citroen AX, 

Bruce Aitken’s similar car and Daren Hall’s Nova. In the end Daren and Bruce ‘tied’ on 

25 (points dropped all day) so both took first overall when championship people were 

split. Dennis Usmar’s Mini GT however was only a couple of points behind these two, 

followed closely by Ray Lane in a Mini Mayfair. This class had a number of new mem-

bers out including Adam and Rosie Snow in a Mini which was being double driven by 

family member Ann Snow. Adam beating Ann in the end, which had the exhaust failing 

towards the finish!   



Dennis Belcher was sharing his escort with Martin Bellinger and Billy Kavanagh and 

they both ‘tied’ on the same score at the end of the day!�

�

 Hopefully they all enjoyed the day and will be back? The class also included Chris 

Scudder (Metro), Dave Balderson (Peugeot) and Chris Penfold (Nova) with Mr Scudder 

managing to keep ahead of his rivals.�
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Chris Judge. 

Coulthard samples the grassroots for BBC film  

 
BBC Formula One commentator and 13-time grand prix 

winner David Coulthard visited the historic Shelsley Walsh 

in Worcestershire, where he tried his hand at Hill Climb, 

Autotest and Sporting Trials. Coulthard’s exploits will be 

screened during the BBC’s coverage of the Valencia Grand 

Prix, which takes place at the start of National Motorsport 

Week on 25-26 June. For more on this story, see MSA 

magazine, summer 2011.    Also look on BBC iPlayer 

 

 



DOWN MEMORY LANE 

   



 



 

  THE DOCTORS 
 

A gorgeous young redhead goes into the doctor's office and said that her body hurt  

wherever she touched it. "Impossible!" says the doctor, "Show me." 

 

The redhead took her finger, pushed on her left breast and screamed, then she pushed her 

elbow and screamed in even more. She pushed her knee and screamed; likewise she 

pushed her ankle and screamed. Everywhere she touched made her scream. The doctor 

said, "You're not really a redhead, are you? 

 

"Well, no" she said, "I'm actually a blonde." 

 

"I thought so," the doctor said, "Your finger is broken." 



 

WHO ARE THEY? 



WINNING ANSWER 
 

Sue, tyre sitting (yes sitting I said) caption, 

  

And so whats best then Dunlop Pirelli or Bridgestone 

for skid marks? 

  

Clive L. 

Man on right said, "Hello, are you alright old chap ?"  Man in centre said, "No, I am feel-

ing tyred !!!"  Tony Short 

RUNNER UP 

Driver's quote, "If only I could find somewhere to 

plug this electrifying car in, I could go and  buy a car 

tax !!!"   Tony Short 

CAPTION COMPETITION 

What is happening 

here?  Please let me 

have your comments.  

I think we will get 

some corkers for this 

one. 

"Hmmmmm....I think Clive is simply pooped."  Chris Judge 

WINNING ANSWER 

"Oh God...I've just violently broken wind and the 

bloody catch has just busted."  Chris Judge 

RUNNERS UP 



 
 
 
 
 

MORGAN SPORTS CAR 
CLUB 

 
CLASSIC CAR INVITATION MEETING  

SUNDAY 7 AUGUST 2011 AT THE FARRIERS ARMS, THE 
FORSTAL, MERSHAM, ASHFORD, KENT TN25 6NU.  

 
As part of The Farriers Arms 40’s themed weekend, the MSCC invite 

fellow car enthusiasts along to Sunday’s event featuring:- 
Live 40’s entertainment. Aerobatic display, weather permitting. 

Clover Sisters . Swingtime Sweethearts . Dance Team . Saggie Bottom 
Boys . 10 piece Jazzband, Omnibus . 1940s Bar and Canteen. Stalls. 
To complement the visual impact of the cars and entertainment we 

suggest that you dress according to the age of your car, or 40’s style, be 
as outrageous as you like! A case of wine to be awarded to the best 

dressed couple. As in previous years the Morgan spinner shield will be 
awarded to the nicest car of the day. 

The event is open to all, so whether or not you have a classic car, come 
along and experience the Classic 40’s Experience. A good time is 

assured. Camping/caravan facilities available. 
The Farriers Arms is a charming old country inn which offers real ales, 

fine dining and a riverside garden. 
Please register your interest in attending to The Farriers Arms 

Tel: 01233 720 444 www.thefarriersarms.com 


