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: Wednesday 20th February 2008 :
: Scalectrix Night from 8pm The Buttery, The Bull, Wrotham. Bring the family. :

PVOVPVPVPIPIIVIIIIIIVIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIIVIIIVIVIIIVIIVPVIVYVYIVYY




FZLLINNOD FHL WO¥A

Editorial Ramblings

ur club’s annual awards dinner will have hap-
O pened by the time you read this so hopefully

you have all enjoyed the evening and a huge
vote of thanks goes to Viv and Andy Elcomb for once
again doing all the admin involved in putting this event
together. Hopefully a photo montage of all our award
winners will appear in March Acorn.

Whilst on the subject of photos, our erstwhile club
photographer Colin Shipway was rushed into hospital
recently with stomach problems. After an operation,
Colin is recovering well. We all wish Colin the best for
a speedy recovery and hope he will be back on his
feet and pointing his long lens at our events in the
near future.

As sometimes happens at this time of year, we
heard just before Christmas that another club member
Tom Luff, was rushed into hospital with series stom-
ach problems. His godson Richard Scotchmer
emailed to say although serious they were hoping he
would make a full recovery, but sadly it was not to be
and Tom passed away in the New Year. The club
sends its condolences to Tom’s family and friends and
our thoughts are with them at this difficult time. Chris
Dennis was a good friend of Tom’s and has put to-
gether a tribute to him.

Reminders of coming events that are happening
after the Dinner on the 2nd, the following week our
friends at B19 MC are putting together a Car Trial (the
new name for PCTs) on Sunday February 10th at their
usual venue of Chapman’s Hill. After that there is the
next 12 car in the series run by ourselves, with Philip
Fawcett being the brave man to take on the job of
organising this one, ably assisted by the very experi-
enced Chin. This one starts from Westerham Garage
on Friday 15th February with the first car away at
8.01pm.

70aks is having a spectacularly busy month be-
cause following on in the next week (which is half term
for anyone with school age kids [that'll be me then!]),
we are holding another Scalectrix evening on our club
night on 20th February in The Buttery at the Bull. So
bring the kids (big and not so big) as they can have a
lie in the next day.

If you're not content with a late night on the
Wednesday, how about coming and supporting Chin
as he is putting together the next scatter, on Thursday
21st February starting and finishing at The Bull (you'll
know how to get there without the sat nav now!).
Please support this and make Chin feel it is worth the
effort.

Finally on Friday 22nd Feb (oh my goodness, yes,
it is non-stop excitement) a contingent of 70aks mem-
bers will be travelling down to Bournemouth to help
out at the Rallye Sunseeker with a full days marshal-
ling fun on the Saturday in and around the service
area! If you would like to join in the away-day and a
half, then get in touch pronto with our Chief Marshal,
Philip Fawcett, contact details at the front of this is-
sue.

You can then take a break for a bit, lie down in a
dark room with a large G & T and an ice pack on your
head. When you feel better, you can check out the
calendar opposite for the next wave of grass roots

Marriage is for sharing

A hamburger, French fries and a drink.
He unwrapped the plain hamburger

and carefully cut it in half, placing one half in

front of his wife. He then carefully counted out

the French fries, dividing them into two piles

and neatly placed one pile in front of his wife.

He took a sip of the drink, his wife took a
sip and then set the cup down between them.
As he began to eat his few bites of ham-
burger, the people around them were looking
over and whispering. Obviously they were
thinking, "That poor old couple - all they can
afford is one meal for the two of them.'

As the man began to eat his fries a young
man came to the table and politely offered to
buy another meal for the old couple. The old
man said, they were just fine - they were used
to sharing everything.

People closer to the table noticed the little old
lady hadn't eaten a bite. She sat there watch-
ing her husband eat and occasionally taking
turns sipping the drink.

Again, the young man came over and
begged them to let him buy another meal for
them. This time the old woman said 'No, thank
you, we are used to sharing everything.'

Finally, as the old man finished and was
wiping his face neatly with the napkin, the
young man again came over to the little old
lady who had yet to eat a single bite of food
and asked 'What is it you are waiting for?'

She answered “The teeth”.

AR 2 0k 2 2 20 20 00 2 0 2 ¢

events running throughout March, including our own
Car Trial on the 16th. So when you have recovered
sufficiently, extract your digit and fill in an Entry Form
(which you can download from the club website
www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com) or you can call Clive
Cooke for a set of regs.

If you are a speed inclined person, sitting relaxing
with your G&T/beer safe in the knowledge that you are
fully prepared and ready for the first event in the
Speed League calendar on March 29th at Lydden,
why not instead get your marshalling qualification over
and done with by putting away your slippers and com-
ing out to help on said 12 Car and/or Car Trial.

Oh and March also has a couple of Bank Holidays
too, which involves a lot of chocolate! Phew!

It has been noticed that Team Travers has been
absent from the 12 cars this season. Our babysitters
decided to sell-up down south and temporarily ab-
scond to Scotland until more permanent accommoda-
tion can be found back down here, severely curtailing
our more distant nights out.

So see you at the social night. Be afraid, be very
afraid!

n old man placed an order for one
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Dawn Travers



COMPETITION CALENDAR 2008

FORTHCOMING EVENTS

DATE EVENT ORGANISING CLUB / Contact LOCATION |Status| Champ
Round
Chapman’s Hill,
. Weald (B19MC): Event Secretary: Jane Anthony Ridley, near Meo-
10th February | CarTrial ) 1o "07808 612999, Email: jane_b19@hotmail.com pham, Kent €S
MR 188/633636
Start at Westerham
Weald (70aks): Phil Fawcett 07840 523439 or email: Garage.
15th February | 12 Car Rally |marshal_7oaks@hotmail.co.uk or Chin 01732 823132| All on map 188 CSs
Email: chin@btinternet.com Finish at Botley
Hill pub
Sunda Eastbourne & RMC (Weald MC): Tim Smith 01424
y 12 Car Rally 222662 or email ermccontact@aol.com Map199 1st car TBC Cs
17th February
away 7.01pm
. . Family Scalectrix Night The Bull Inn, .
20th February Social Night in The Buttery at The Bull Wrotham from 8pm Wrotham Social
. . . Start and finish at
Weald (70Oaks): Organiser for the evening will be
21st February | Scatter Rally Chin phone: 01732 823132 chin@btinternet.com The Bull Inn, cs
Wrotham
22nd/23rd Sunseeker RallyMarshalling volunteers to Phil Fawcett 07840 523439 or
- . Bournemouth Area
February Bournemouth |email: marshal_7oaks@hotmail.co.uk
BARC: Entry form can be downloaded from the website | Start at Buckmore
24th February | Treasure Hunt www.barc.net/regional_centres/south_east/ Entry fee Park Kart Circuit, CSs
includes entrance to an external venue during the event. | Bluebell Hill, Kent
12 Car Weald (Blackpalfrey): Clerk of the course -
2nd March Regularity Run Dave Hughes. Email: entries@blackpalfrey.co.uk Start TBC €S
Stage Rall Bournemouth District Motorclub: Smeathorpe Airfield ASEMC:
2nd March g€ X@% |Entries Paul Corbin 07976 361698 P NatB | ASWMC;
Sealed Surface o Taunton, Somerset ACSMC
or email: corbypaul@yahoo.co.uk
ond March Sprint B19/BMMC: Contact B19 comp sec John Sharp on: North Weald Airfield Nat B
Shakedown jmsharpb19@hotmail.co.uk Nr Epping, Kent None
. Weald (Croydon DMC): Roger Sawyer Email: ACRES- |Further Fields Farm
9th March Car Trial ROGER@aol.com Nr Leeds, Kent Cs
Stoneacre Farm,
16th March Car Trial Weal_q (7Qaks): Clive C(_)oke 01732 353814 Otham, Nr. Bear- cs
Email: clive.v.cooke@virgin.net sted, Kent
M/R 188 800536
Competitor’'s Open Forum and
. . Autotest Awards presentation The Buttery at the .
19th March Social Night Newcomers to the club and sport especially Bull, Wrotham Social
welcome—find out how to get started
. TWMC: In the first instance contact Comp Sec. Duncan . Associations;
29th March Sprint Welch Tel: 01732 353499 Lydden Hill, Kent Nat B Speed League
. Weald (Maidstone & MKCC):
30th March Car Trial Contact Bruce Jenkins — brucekenkins@onetel.com TBC cs
30th March 12 C_:ar Weald (Eastbourne & Ram MC): Tim Smith TBC CSs
Regularity Run
. . ) . North Weald Associations;
6th April Sprint Weald (70aks): Event and Entries Secretary TBC Airfield Nat B Speed
League
The Sevenoaks & District Motorclub The Butterv at the
16th April AGM Annual General Meeting to be held in The Buttery at y Social

The Bull, Wrotham 8.30pm prompt start.

Bull, Wrotham

For further information contact :-

Competition Secretary: lan Crocker 01892 546006 email: ian@seight.com

Speed League contact : David Balderson, 01689 601661 email: balderson@ntlworld.com
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SCATTER SERIES 2008

12 CAR RALLY SERIES 2008

The next event in the series:
15 February 2008 and organised by
Sevenoaks & DMC
Start from Westerham Garage
Route on Map 187
Contact Philip Fawcett 07840 523439
Regulations for the rest of the series are
now available from the website at:
www.sevenoaksmotoclub.com

Thursday 21st February

Sevenoaks — Chin

Start and finish at The Bull, Wrotham using
Map 188

Email: chin@btinternet.com Tel: 01732 823132

Thursday 20th March
Maidstone — Tom Solomon
Email: tomsk24@aol.com Tel: 07836 636622

Thursday 3rd April
Sevenoaks — TBC in the meantime:
Email: ian@seight.com Tel: 01892 546006

14 March 2008 Borough 18 MC
11 April 2008 Central Sussex MC

Organisers for subsequent events to be
confirmed , please keep checking the club
website and calendar in Acorn each month.
In the first instance the contact for the
Weald clubs for the 12 cars are as follows:

Details of start venues and maps to be pub-
lished in due course. Please keep checking
the club website and calendar in Acorn
each month.

In the first instance the contact for the

Croydon: Peter Turner
y Weald clubs for the Scatters are as above

Tel & Fax: 01883 623465
Mobile: 07778 857160
Email: aptdesign@btinternet.com

" n"a""n"nn"n"n""n"n "n" n"n "n" n"n" n ""

AR N N F NN F NN E N NN NN ENEEEENEN,
The BLACKPALFREY MOTOR CLUB of
KENT Ltd presents the
2007/2008 WINTER SERIES of 12 CAR
REGULARITY RUNS

Sevenoaks: Chin
Tel: 01732 823132 (Home)
Email: chin@btinternet.com

Borough 18: Roger McKensie
Tel: 01732 884312
Email: rmckenzie@playleandpartners.co.uk

The Series comprises seven events to be
run on the following dates:

Sunday 3" FEBRUARY 2008
(CoC John Fowler & Tom Ash)

Central Sussex: Matt Fowle
Tel: 01273 551145

Email: matt@mdfowle.yahoo.co.uk g
Sunday 2" MARCH 2008

Eastbourne and Ram MC are organising
12 cars events to which Weald Members
are invited to join in, on the following Sun-
day evenings in 2008 with first car away
7.01pm. For start information call: Tim
Smith 01424 222662

Or email: ermccontact@aol.com

Sunday 6™ APRIL 2008

(CoC Lee Busbridge & Craig McGurk)
Sunday 4™ MAY 2008

(CoC Charles Anderson & Charles Harrison)

These events are open to members of the
Blackpalfrey Motor Club of Kent, the Historic
Rally Car Register, the Weald Motor Club,
the MG Car Club and the TR Register.

The events are suitable for ‘older’ and ‘newer’

Sunday 17 February 2008

cars and are designed to be good fun and
good navigation practice. All events in the
Series will be run,in Kent, on Sunday morn-
ings and will finish at a Public House for
lunch. Further details can be found on
www.blackpalfrey.co.uk throughout the

E Series....
EEEE

%
E (CoC Dave Hughes)
-
-
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70aks Quiz — January Social
he January social was a quiz night with a
variety of questions based on cars, sport,

I general / local knowledge and
music, film & television. As some of ®
the questions had been written by ®
myself, there was a question on
shoes of course — which two teams
managed to get right!

The Chris Brothers won overall, so

well done to Chris Scudder and Chris Dennis.

A

Results:

The Chris Brothers
[Chris Scudder and Chris Dennis] - 24 pts

1)

2) The Rally Rulers
[Chin and lain Gibson] - 18.5 pts 7
3) The Town Brothers .
[Dave and Steven Town] - 14 pts e‘
4) Clive & Judy Cooke - 10 pts
Suze Bisping

2 X\
Sunseeker
N
7= 2008

S S
:.: RALLYE SUNSEEKER 2008 :.:
() (D
%8! Details of the event which takes place on 22/23 g
:0: February 2008 are as follows: :0:

P‘Opening round of HANKOK 2007 MSA Gravel Rallyid
Yal Championship and ACSMC/ASEMC and ASWMC P.‘
Y$! Championships and Metro 6R4 Super Challenge. "al
"‘ Start: Canford Service Park — 18.25 Friday and 08.30 ”‘
"8\ Saturday 8!

 Finish: Bournemouth 17.30 Saturday 'a!

’.‘ Route: 205 miles including 62 miles over 13 Special 'Q‘
rat Pal
4 Stages O
'Q‘ Title Sponsor: Sunseeker '0‘
IQ:Marketing Partners: Turbo Dynamics, Elliothire, VK:0:
& and Grid Law 2
@, Entry Fees: £650 National A and £495 (2WD). &,
Pal Pal
8! . . . 8!
y.q Sevenoaks will once again be taking a team toy‘q
»at the event to help set up on Friday afternoon in rgl

'.‘Bournemouth and to man the service area'.<

'$! through Saturday. O
3 (3
:0: If you can help out, please call Philip Fawcett :0:
% Chief Marshal on 01403 258073 (Home); 07840 ;:q
r( 523439 (Mobile) or send an email to: >.<
Yal marshal_7oaks@hotmail.co.uk as soon as possible >.1
’Q‘ as accommodation will need to be arranged. :.‘
2 &
62 o
. \_ / vv‘
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Social Stuff
ere is your social calendar for 2008. We are
H now always meeting in The Buttery at The Bull,
Wrotham, Sevenoaks, Kent TN15 7RF (MR
188/ 612591) for all social evenings, unless otherwise
informed. Further details can be found at:
www.thebullhotel.com

Many thanks to Suze Bisping for compiling the
quiz, ably assisted by Matt Endean for stepping in as
Quiz Master at our January social, a report & results
are posted elsewhere in this issue of Acorn.

For future events, in 2008 and beyond, your input
in the form of ideas would be greatly appreciated, and
if anyone has an event they wish to organise/run,
please let me know!

Daniel Whittington
@

Club Social Calendar
2008

Wednesday 20th February
(half term holiday week)
Scalextric Evening
From 8:30pm in The Buttery, The Bull,
Wrotham

Wednesday 19th March
Autotest Awards Presentation and
Competitors Open forum .

Wednesday 16th April
Sevenoaks & District Motorclub
Annual General Meeting
Start 8.30pm sharp.

Wednesday 21°' May
Event TBA

Wednesday 18" June
Event TBA

Wednesday 16™ July
Find-a-pub/Skittles
Somewhere in Kent/Surrey

Wednesday 16™ August
Bat & Trap
Somewhere in Kent

Wednesday 17" September
Wednesday 15" October
Wednesday 19" November
Wednesday 17" December

SALLIDJIN "T¥1D0S
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Sevenoaks & DMC
Club Events Calendar

"
Name of
Date | Event Status Event/Venue
16-Mar | Car Trial | Clubmans | Stoneacre Farm
06-Apr Sprint Nat B North Weald
08-May | Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
22-May | Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
05-Jun | Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
19-Jun | Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
03-Jul Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
17-Jul Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
Aug
date All day
TBC Autotest | Clubmans Farningham
27-Jul Autosolo Nat B North Weald
31-Aug Sprint Nat B North Weald
13-Sep Sprint NatA & B Cadwell Park
12-Oct | MV Trial | Clubmans | Kent—various
14-Nov 12 Car Clubmans TBC
16-Nov | Car Trial [ Clubmans | Stoneacre Farm
Dec Scatter | Clubmans TBC

he above list shows all of the various
I events that Sevenoaks & DMC will be or-
ganising in the year 2008.

It is not however, a complete listing of all
events that Sevenoaks members are eligible to
compete in. The club is a member of 6 regional
associations, these being the Association of
South Eastern Motor Clubs, Association of
Eastern Motor Clubs, Association of Central
Southern Motor Clubs, Association of South
Western Motor Clubs , Association of West
Midlands Motor Clubs and the London Coun-
ties Association of Motor Clubs. This means
that as a Sevenoaks member, you can compete
in any event run by another club that invites any
one of these associations.

Additionally, all of the above events will score
you points in the club’s various championships
such as the Rose & Crown, Tyrrell Fleming and
the Chalky White.

Don't forget that if you are competing in the
Marketing Machine Speed League, then you will
have to marshal at one of these events in order to
qualify you for a championship trophy should you
be quick enough to win one!

Please note there has been a change to the
published date of the March Car Trial from
23rd March to 16th March.

Comp Sec

e are still in the depths of winter, traditionally
Wthe road rallying and scatter season. |ran

the Sevenoaks scatter in December. It
started from The Bell in Kemsing, the club's old social
haunt. The navigation was fairly simple and the area
covered quite small. | was a bit worried that there
might be a bunch of clean sheets, but a lack of prepa-
ration time meant | couldn't lay out more points. No
need to worry though! The results were fairly well
spread out with a tie for first place but Messrs Elcomb
and Hall back first. First prize was a decent bottle of
real champagne and a bottle of wine.

1. Andy Elcomb/Daren Hall. 210 points. 22.04
return time.

2. Tarna and Kevin Ablitt. 210 points. 22.09 return
time.

3. Chin and his imaginary friend. 170 points.

4. Ray and Gavin Lane. 150 points.

5. Nigel and Rosemary Mead. 140 points. (lost 20
points for 4 minutes late back).

6. Richard and Emma Olsen. 95 points. (lost 5
points for 1 minute late back).

It seems that most sprinters are busy in their ga-
rages preparing their cars for next season, but Darren
Russell has instead been concentrating on improving
his abilities behind the wheel! | think we'll make a cap-
tion competition out of this one. Entries to Dawn
please, for publication in next month's Acorn.

Disgusted of Tunbridge Wells

OOOOPPOOOOOOP
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My first...... Gymkhana

ell, what to say? First time navigating on this
type of event and we ended up 1* overall — |

either need to continue at this level or retire,

quickly!

The middle of January saw my first event of 2008,
navigating [for Matt Endean in his Rover 200] and driv-
ing at the CMC gymkhana at Woodbridge. A cheap
form of club motorsport, a gymkhana consists of both
driving and skills tests. | was driving the Micra once
again, with it no different to normal for my daily drive
to and from the station.

Navigating experience up until this point amounted
to navving Chin on a scatter rally, and playing Colin
McRae Rally for many, many hours which doesn’t
really count. The gymkhana is quite different to what |
expected as there is emphasis put on skill as well with
tests involving buckets of water etc — not the easiest
thing to keep on the bonnet, and the excuse of “well it
rained last night that's why there’s water on the
ground” unfortunately didn’t seem to work......

On the driving side, things didn’t go too badly — |
did my normal trick [sadly] of getting a cone penalty so
there’s something to aim not to do again next time, but
then | seem to be saying that after most events at the
moment. | wasn’t sure navving in the Rover would be
as enjoyable as driving but it was actually great fun
and would happily do it again.

We knew we were running first in class in the
Rover and moving around the top 6 positions overall,
but it was a bit of a surprise when we were told we'd
been awarded the overall win! Although we’d finished
4™ on times, the top 3 placed drivers were all nomi-
nated as the second driver who aren’t allowed to win
the event overall as they're deemed to have an advan-
tage having already seen the tests.

Another trophy to add to my [small] collection was
pleasing as was the fact | was driving the smallest en-
gined car entered and finished ahead of other more
powerful cars and experienced drivers. The gymkhana
was exactly what club motorsport should be — cheap
but enjoyable — and hopefully I'll find a few more to
enter later in the year.

Fingers crossed next time we’'ll manage as good a
result again...... !

Suze Bisping

Lombard Rally 2007

fter finishing the very icy and snowy 2005
A Lombard, | wanted to go back to the event, but

this time attack for a good finish, not just for a
finish. This was backed up with a very pleasing sea-
son doing the endurance championship, where | took
3"in the National Torgbar Endurance Rallying Cham-
pionship, with my nav and usual co-conspirer Dave
Leadfoot taking 2" Nav in the same championship.

However a change in navs, but not quite names,

saw Dave Town installed in the hot seat for the
Lombard. We were all set for ‘going for it’ however we

had an early set back seeding, seemingly after top five
finishes in endurance rallying means you get seeded
at car 114 !l Yes just six cars from the back with peo-
ple on their first rally ahead of us......

However we decided to push on anyway and the
poor seeding meant we had loads of time to sort out
the paperwork at signing on etc..... After a day of plot-
ting the route and getting bored at the start we set off
when the first crews were finishing the short first night.
However by the time we got back to the hotel and saw
the results, we were amazed to see we were 2" over-
all. If only there was an award for best improvement
on seeding, a 112 place improvement would take
some beating! So we started day 2, second on the
road, however early on in the day we found out why
the top drivers whinge on about running at Car 1, as
there is often very little grip and no tyre marks to fol-
low, which can make things tricky. However once it got
dark again, we got back into the swing1 of things and
by the end of the day we were lying 8" overall, which
against some on the best drivers in endurance rallying
was very pleasing. As were some of the stages
through Wales, the forestry mileage was top fun.

So on to day three, and we could feel the pressure
mounting, knowing that at the start of day three you're
not even half way through the event. With a 5.30am
start and a projected 1am finish it was going to be
tough.... But the first stage was pleasing being flagged
away by the Mayor of Llandridnod Wells, but more
pleasing to see CMC members Chris Parmenter and
Andy Merchant who came all the way to Wales to mar-
shal on the event (thanks guys!), the stage was in the
middle of the town and it felt great to be on an event at
the front and the townspeople wanting you to be there,
closing off main streets for the event to park up, do
stages etc..... it was great. As were the forest stages,
places like Esgair Dafydd, 12 miles of Sweet Lamb,
Eypnt all made it a top day out. However the car had
other ideas, half way through the Betws y Coed stage
the car just cut out, after a lot of cursing and frantic
work on the car we got it going (bI**dy fuel pump relay
connector) but we had lost soo much time that we
would be OTL at the next main control and out of the
event. So we decided to head back to the hotel for an
early night and a visit to the bar...... It felt at the time
like a very, very bitter pill to swallow, however looking
back now we feel although it was gutting, it was also
very pleasing to be mixing with the top drivers, who
just a few years ago, | thought were far too fast to be
beating. Finally thanks to Dave Town for pointing me
in the right direction all through the event, and even
putting up with my ‘dance’ music CD between stages!

Matt Endean

Belated Christmas Cracker jokes:
: What's brown and sweet and glides
around an ice rink?
Bourneville and Dean

What does DNA stand for?
The National Dyslexic Association
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Obituary—Tom Luff

passing away of Tom Luff on New Year’s

I was shocked and saddened to hear of the
Day, after a short fight with cancer.

| first met Tom when | was classic saloon
car racing in the late 70s, with Andy Elcomb
and Pete Hanaway. Tom and to other friends
Les Howes and Tony Scotchmer (Richard’s
dad) were finding karting becoming too expen-
sive. Their search for cheaper motorsport lead
them to buying a Standard Eight and going
Classic Saloon racing.

In 1981 Tom bought his much loved Ford
Zodiac mk2, which he had till his death. Al-
though a very capable driver himself, (winning
a Classic Saloon race overall), he was always
happy to let other people drive the Zodiac. |
will always be grateful to Tom for letting me
race the Zodiac few times. In recent years,
Adam Gittings, has been racing the Zodiac in
Top Hat and Goodwood Revival races.

Tom also drove and ran an ex Group 2
BMW 535 in Thundersaloons for a couple of
seasons. On a shoestring budget they missed
races, and never fulfilled its potential. Sadly
the car finished its days parked upside down at
Mallory Park, thanks to his co-driver. Tom was
to return to the BMW marquee, a few years
ago, buying an ex-hire M3 road car, which he
used for sprints and track days.

A Sevenoaks member since the early eight-
ies, Tom even raced his Zodiac in a Winter GT
race at one of the club’s annual Brands Hatch
race meetings. Also in the eighties, Tom would
always take the Zodiac to the annual Zand-
voort historic race meeting in Holland.

One year he was driving the Zodiac and |
was driving a Morris Minor, after the first race
of the weekend, Tom was telling me of a prob-
lem he had had on his way to ninth overall, up
against much quicker Lotus Cortina’s. The
problem was every time he went round left-
hand bends his seat belts would pull him into
the back of the seat, almost pulling his hands
off the steering wheel! The problem was his pit
crew had left the spare wheel on the back
seat. Was Tom angry with his pit crew? No, he
couldn’t stop laughing about it. That was Tom
Luff, always smiling, laughing and generous.
Sevenoaks and Salon Car racing has lost one
of its biggest enthusiasts.

Chris B Dennis

¢ Membership Renewal

embership renewals are still coming

f M in, thank you please don't forgetto &

F renew for another year of great club- 2
%)y sport and friendship. '
: If you have opted out of receiving Acorn
¥ by post, you will be accessing this edition off ¥

§ the website from this month, as you will have k78

~ been taken off the paper post list. If atany- =
Wy time you wish to go back to receiving a paper i

A Acorn, please email the Editor or myself and
Wy arrangements will be made to put your name
28 back on the mailing list for the next available
¥ issue.
A If you decide or forget to renew, then T
== March will be your last paper Acorn. So don't gzs
W¥ miss out, please send back your renewal iy
@ forms today.

&/ Andy Elcomb
77 Membership Secretary

Marshals Required @\:‘:
for forthcoming ™~
70Oaks events @\ﬁ:
12 Car Rally on N
Friday 15th February 4
Start from Westerham Garage \
Please call Philip Fawcett on 07840 @\x
523439 to offer your
services as a marshal. \

Car Trial on
Sunday 16th March
At Stoneacre, Nr Bearstead, Kent.
If you are not competing, call Philip
Fawecett 07840 523439 or Clive
Cooke on 01732 353814 to offer
assistance.

Sprint on Sunday 6th April
at North Weald Airfield
Remember:

NO MARSHALLS, NO EVENT!

Speed League marshalling qualifi- )
cation available for helping at this

event, so don’t forget to bring your
form along for signing. @\;‘:
OSESENENIE NN

/

k@kﬁk&k@kk/k



s with all the best tales, this one started over a
A pint or two in a curry house. After deciding |

was too much of a wimp to risk the Rover rally
car on the Preston, Mr Dave (Sideways) Leadfoot and
myself mulled on cars to do the Preston in. The usual
ideas came up...Chieftain tank, Bowler Wild Cat...but

Matt's Bargain Bucket

since these may be outside of the rules, we ended up
with something much less impressive sounding a
Sierral!!

For not much money one was bought and OK, it is
a shed of a Sierra, an e-bay wrecker. Why a Sierra
you may ask. Well it's RWD and having never owned
a RWD car | wanted to experience this drifting and
sliding stuff.

So the mighty motor was bought with a few months
tax and MOT (Stevie Wonder does some great
MOTs!!!I) After my first outing in the lanes on a wet
night and rubbish tyres | instantly loved RWD, so
much so that when the Mondeo goes (another story
but much less fun.....) | will be getting a RWD road
car!

The first outing for the Sierra was the Chelmsford
MC'’s October Gymkhana where | had a ton of fun,
trying to drift the car and wear out my tyres, although it
seemed odd to be wearing out the rear tyres.

Then to the Preston prep and as in the best rally
tradition | left it to the last two weeks, where | bolted
on yet more e-bay goodies, a sump and diff guard,
some bodged fuel and brake guards and made good
use of an old filling cabinet to make a tank guard! Bolt
on a set of knobblies and off we went, although worry-
ingly the Sierra handled so much better on knob-
blies...did Ford make it to go off-road ???

On to the first section of the Preston and we dis-
covered the answer to that question.....no, absolutely
no grip at all, even with good tyres on it had no grip.
So we were in for a night of fun on a very wet Preston!
We made it through the first few sections OK, apart
from a mis-fire from the carb icing up. Then on to
Knettishall and one of the best sections I've done in
ages, sooo much fun, thrashing the old girl around the
airfield, drifting it around, even one of my attempts at a
slide got a well done from Mr Leadfoot !!! However an
almost spin had ex BTCC racer Phil Bennet
(spectating for some reason?) cheering and laughing

However, fate was set against us as through Chalk
Farm the steering wheel lock came on and off. As we
were heading for a 90 right, with lots of hairy, deep
dykes around (stop sniggering at the back!), we felt it
safer to call it a night and try and get the car home in

one piece. A shame as | wanted to go back to Knettis-
hall so much, but with the steering wheel lock issue, it
couldn’t be risked.

So to the Sierra, well if you need any Sierra parts
give me a call, | have lots just they may be a bit
muddy. Finally if you hear of any rumours of a Sierra
driver running out of petrol, trying to drift around Lake-
side | can confirm it is not me

Matt Endean

A

Church Notices Howlers and Typos

The sermon this morning: "Jesus Walks on the
Water." The sermon tonight: "Searching for Je-
sus."

Ladies, don't forget the rummage sale. It's a chance
to get rid of those things not worth keeping around
the house. Bring your husbands.

The peacemaking meeting scheduled for today
has been cancelled due to a conflict.

Remember in prayer the many who are sick of our
community. Smile at someone who is hard to love.
Say "Hell" to someone who doesn't care much
about you.

Don't let worry kill you off - let the Church help.

Miss Charlene Mason sang "1 will not pass this way
again," giving obvious pleasure to the congrega-
tion.

For those of you who have children and don't
know it, we have a nursery downstairs.

Next Thursday there will be tryouts for the choir.
They need all the help they can get.

The Rector will preach his farewell message after
which the choir will sing: "Break Forth Into Joy."

Irving Benson and Jessie Carter were married on
October 24 in the church. So ends a friendship that
began in their school days.

At the evening service tonight, the sermon topic
will be "What Is Hell?" Come early and listen to
our choir practice.

Eight new choir robes are currently needed due to
the addition of several new members and to the
deterioration of some older ones.

Please place your donation in the envelope along
with the deceased person you want remembered.

Potluck Supper Sunday at 5:00 PM - prayer and
medication to follow.

Ladies Bible Study will be held Thursday morning
at 10am. All ladies are invited to lunch in the Fel-
lowship Hall after the B. S. is done.

The Low Self Esteem Support Group will meet
Thursday at 7 PM. Please use the back door.

Weight Watchers will meet at 7pm at the First
Presbyterian Church. Please use large double
door at the side entrance.

The Associate Minister unveiled the church's new
tithing campaign slogan last Sunday: "I Upped My
Pledge - Up Yours "
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Life from the Gravel Trap:
an alternative view

Kitty Litter

otorsport is dirty, noisy, polluting, antisocial,
M full of rich people, wasteful and generally rot-

ten. This may be a headline if the mass media
ever cottoned onto it. There are people out there who
think this already. Ok so you may be sick of green this
and green that, but the fact is eco friendliness is with
us for the long run. Airlines, car makers, governments,
sports, television and even insurance companies are
all shouting about how green they are, and if you are
not seen to be green then you are the devil incarnate.
Despite the green obsessive climate the MSA appear
to have been slow to react on 'green' fuels, and seem-
ingly have no clear green policy.

| believe that this is not only to the detriment of the
sports reputation but could put its very existence into
doubt. A worst case scenario is that if things continue
exactly as they are now our sport will be banned; there
was less compelling case against fox hunting for ex-
ample.

But there could be a way to soothe the environ-
mentalist, save our sport and give it a whole new pur-
pose. A 'green'’ racing car is a brilliant story and | be-
lieve that if our sport was seen to be doing something
positive, it could give the sport a boost. Professional
motorsport is already moving in that direction as it has
commercial pressures forcing it that way and club mo-
torsport should follow. But | can’t see anything is hap-
pening as yet. To me it feels like people are bickering
and fiddling while Rome burns.

| appreciate that one of the reasons for this may be
the fact that nobody knows how green certain fuels
are and there is still some doubt in certain circles as to
whether global warming and climate change is in fact
manmade or just the way the world goes round. |
could find you a small army of very well qualified peo-
ple to say that humans are indeed having an impact
and an equal force to say that they are not. So global
warming is irrelevant, strike it from your mind, forget
about it and ignore anyone who says things one way
or the other. But what is beyond dispute is that reduc-
ing emissions and cutting pollution can only be a good
thing, efficiency should be the goal. Aside from that as
mentioned you must be seen to be green otherwise
you will be ostracised, and our sport needs all the help
we can get.

Some of you may not be aware of what these
green fuels actually are so here is a very, very basic
Stig guide to green fuels:

Bio fuels

Many of you may already knowingly use bio fuel in
your car, but what the rest of you might not know is
that the law requires that all fuel sold in the UK has a
certain percentage of fuel that is derived from a crop
of some description, | think it is 5%, but fuels with
higher percentages are more commonly known as bio
fuels.

Bio-ethanol is the best known, and it can be rela-
tively easy to convert a spark ignition car to run on it,
though it corrodes some materials, especially rubber.
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It is cheaper than petrol and is often more potent,
which can give a performance advantage. This fuel
comes in range of blends - E85 being the most com-
mon, which is 85% ethanol and 15% petrol. It is on
sale at quite a few Morrison's petrol stations - includ-
ing the one in Crowborough. It has also been used
extensively in motorsport, the BTCC, ALMS, UK For-
mula Ford, IFM and Indy Car all run on a percentage
of ethanol. Despite this the only way you can run etha-
nol in British motorsport is to get a special dispensa-
tion from the MSA, when | tried to get one | was told it
would only be given to a series as a control fuel. Not a
lot of help at our level.

Bio diesel is the compression ignition equivalent; it
too comes in various blends and is usually derived
from a plant oil of some description. It is even easier to
find than bio-ethanol and is in the mainstream fuel
supply network now, and conforms to the various road
fuel spec. Kent only has one supplier, in Ashford. Bio
diesel should not be confused with recycled chip fat,
which has no standard and is only as good as what
you can get your hands on. Conversion from normal
diesel to bio diesel or chip fat can be incredibly easy
especially on older cars - but is far from impossible on
newer cars (and some now come with the capability to
run on it as standard). I'm not sure if the Blue Book
regulates for bio diesel, but it has been used in com-
petition and in the Castle Combe Special GT series
later this year, an LMP3 designed by Gary Gunn will
race using it.

Other fuels — Hybrids:

These are simple on the face of it - they combine
an electric drive system with a conventional petrol en-
gine, with the batteries being charged using waste
energy from the transmission. It is well proven technol-
ogy and is fitted to a number of cars like the Toyota
Prius and the Honda Civic. There is nothing spooky
about these sparky cars, they are very every day now,
though you might not notice for example 1/3rd of all
Lexuses (Lexii?) sold in this country last year were
hybrids. Despite having been around for some time
and being well proven, the MSA have not regulated for
hybrids yet and they are not permitted under the cur-
rent Blue Book. However two are competing in stage
rallies, which was not noticed by the MSA until |
pointed it out to them some time ago. The two cars are
still competing - now with backing from Honda - the
MSA still have not regulated for them or liaised with
the team concerned, as far as | am aware.

Hydrogen

This is a very green fuel in principle, but has a
huge number of issues for use in cars, if you want to
become super rich - design a fuel system to get hydro-
gen working at full efficiency. I'm hoping to try out a
hydrogen fuelled car in an event soon. The MSA do
not currently regulate for Hydrogen fuels.

Full Electric

Think Sinclair C5, G-Wiz, Think City, Venturi Fetish
- you get the picture - running on the sparky blue stuff.
Surprisingly the MSA do regulate for electric vehicles -
but they have been around for more than a century.

| do not understand why there appears to be so
much foot dragging by our governing body on this —
surely we should be encouraged to find the best
(greenest) solution?!



Spooning It

P romotion, promotion, promotion - everything
needs promotion. Motorsport appears to be wan-
ing in popularity, Joe Public at large has not heard of
anything outside of Formula1l We as a sport do not
promote adequately especially in the last 20 years.
Are there ingrained attitudes from those who have
failed to fully come to terms with the world today? To-
day it is a marketing world, a world where Coca-Cola
is one of the most understood global products there is
and here we are, a sport that does little or nothing to
promote itself. Sure clubs, race series, teams have
their own PR and media relations efforts, but | can’t
see that there is a concerted effort to promote the
sport as a whole and there is absolutely nothing done
to promote the sport as a fun activity for amateurs.

From a professional standpoint as someone who
works in the media and who has worked in marketing
(I only quit that as | wanted a job in motorsport) the
MSA's attempts at media relations are lacking. Now
from what | have seen, there is one man at the MSA,
our club President and the MSA's Technical and Risk
manager has also been wearing a PR hat of sorts and
doing his bit, which is very commendable and without
his efforts, | do feel that the situation would be even
worse, but surely a professional organisation like the
MSA really should have a dedicated press office, not
an already very busy man doing what he can when he
gets 20 seconds. Our club has a press and PR officer
so why doesn't the governing body?

You may argue that the MSA's role is not to pro-
mote the sport but | think almost universally partici-
pants think it is, as the impassioned response at the
club night showed this to be true.

Others may argue that if you were interested you
would find out how to get involved - but how do you
know you want to do something if you don't know it
exists? | only know about club motorsport because
this club ran a sprint in my local park. But | was ob-
sessed with automotive competition before that.

There seems to be no plan, no overall manage-
ment of the sports PR campaign - when the attention
is firmly on the sport due to the Hamilton factor,, the
MSA should be seizing the opportunity to not only
jump on the band wagon but guide and steer it to-
wards more accessible and affordable areas of the
sport. Currently, from what | understand, when the
MSA want to issue a press release, often technical in
nature, they send it to an agency (admittedly a good
one - but good is not cheap). The agency then sends
it on to its list of motorsport and other relevant media,
including me. That's pretty silly, the MSA knows all the
journalists they want to receive the releases and know
how to contact them, so why pay someone else to do
it!?

One suggestion | heard was that the media is not
interested in our level of the sport - which as | said at
club night is utter nonsense. It just needs to be put
out there at a local level to raise awareness of what
we do.

| suggest that what is really needed is a dedicated
PR office within the MSA. It need only consist of one
or two staff and the total budget including staffing
need not be over £100,000 (though the more you put

in the more you get out). Give up on the snazzy agen-
cies and adopt a proper real world effort. The snazzy
agencies are great for professional motorsport, but at
the pro level every driver, team, race, brake pad sup-
plier has its own shazzy agency. For example the
MSA's agency (www.fingal.co.uk) has also serviced
Honda F1, the BTCC, Silverstone, Aston Martin and
JCB Dieselmax. There is no doubt that these agencies
really know what they are doing at that level - but on
our scale? To coin a rubbish phrase 'thinking outside
the box' - they have no idea.

It really is time for a change. I'd like to say that this
was not meant to be an MSA bash rather a collection
of constructive suggestions strung together. If the
MSA want more information I'd be more than happy to
go through a strategy with them in detail.

Brushing the 'SAFER' barrier

S o there | was flat out on the back straight of Silver-
stone, mid race, midfield, and bored. I'd raced
single seaters for four years and the novelty had worn
off. My licence dispute, then at its peak, had left a bit-
ter taste and the rising cost of racing was frustrating
me and my bank manager. | wanted something new.
Boy did | find it. 5,700cc, 450bhp, tube framed, late
model chassis - to an American that means only one
thing - NASCAR. In Europe we have two series, the
well known, shockingly dull and overpriced ASCAR/
DoT/SCSA/whatever series with its 9 cars running at
Rockingham only. Then there’s the stunningly good
but terribly promoted CAMSO V8 series which is
based in Belgium. | chose the latter, after a chance

conversation with an old friend from modified Ford
racing Kelvin Hassell and some egging on from Rod
Birley | decided should give these cars a try. After all
Juan Pablo Montoya quit F1 for this type of car (albeit
with the fully loaded 700bhp engine), Dario Franchitti,
Marcus Ambrose, Jacques Villenueve, Scott
Pruett.........

Another advantage of the V8s is that on a seem-
ingly monthly basis I'm looking for pictures of the sus-
pension of a late model stock car (NASCAR to you
and me) to publish in the mag, and they are rather
hard to come by. So | headed to the coast armed with
my camera and the intention not only to drive the thing
but also to get a visual technical profile.

Warneton Speedway is about 45 minutes from Cal-
ais so handy for most club members (handier than
most venues in the UK) and is about five minutes over
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the border in Belgium. The track is a 430 metre high
banked oval, which you may think sound easy - well |
tell you now it's not. The series also takes in the mile
long oval at Mallory and the oval at Lydden. | had
raced on an oval before, one in a 1937 Y Type Ford
and | did one banger race a few years ago (whilst
competing in an endurance race at Snetterton 15
miles down the road), but nothing prepared me for
this. The most intense driving experience, I've driven a
Ligier at Magny Cours, a Panoz at Road Atlanta and a
collection of German things all over the place but this
is just mind blowing.

I'll start with the controls. The ignition consists of a
switch and a starter button, the steering wheel was
quite clearly nicked from the bus | drove badly at
Brooklands once, the pedals were from a tractor, and
the dials on the dashboard were huge. Though the
car’'s owner told me to ignore them! The car was huge
too - so huge that you can't even see the far side with-
out moving your head when you are sat in it.

So driving it, well you can't just hop in and drive.
You have to learn all the entire funny backwards
American controls. The gearstick is in fact two bits of
anodised steel next to each other one selects reverse
the other selects forward driving gears hurl it forward
with a loud clang and it's in first, pull back and you get
neutral - pull back again with a really big clang and
you are in second. Now all of that is done without trou-
bling the clutch pedal. The first thing Tony - who had
bravely and generously lent me his car (in true days of
thunder style) got me to do was drive up and down in
the paddock so | could get used to driving the thing.
To get it going, you fire it up, put it in first (clang) and

then start to depress the clutch - the more you push it
down - the faster it goes (the opposite to a normal
car).

| wasn’t the only rookie getting shown the ropes, as
two young French Formula Renault starlets were get-
ting the same treatment. We all took turns to go out
and chase one of the seasoned drivers around the
track going ever quicker, then after a huge number of
laps we were give the track to ourselves to go as fast
as we can. We drove and drove and drove, until |
could drive no more. The cars are so quick, and the
track so small that it’s just intense - you are never re-
laxing not for a split second. No time to relax on the
straights as the car never wanted to drive straight. The
truth is | can't remember much about it so here is an e-
mail | sent to Kelvin that night,

“| totally loved the V8 - those things are proper. |
was fine in the car until | started to go quicker and
really struggled to get the corner exit right. Then | real-
ised just how knackered | was (my neck and arm still
hurt this much time later!) so the plan is - get fit, go
back to Warneton to get the thing hooked up and get
consistently quick (I'm not in it to tug around - I'll be
unhappy if I'm not worrying you) then do some races
when I'm confident that the line is automatic. But I'm
hooked, there's no doubt next year I'm racing CAMSO
V8. To be honest | dunno why I've ever bothered rac-
ing anything else.”

Next time | drive the car I'll get some video so you
all can see.

Stig of the Big American Tractor

The Key to low
cost insurance

for Sevenoaks & District \
Motor Club members

Don’t pay more than you have to for
guality insurance cover. Adrian Flux have
the best insurance deals for Sevenoaks &
District Motor Club members. What's
more they offer great service and
competitive prices too.

Quoteline Hours:

Mon to Fri 9.00am - 7.00pm
Sat 9.00am - 4.00pm

email: quotes@adrianflux.co.uk

—_— e

www.adrianflux.co.uk

Authaorised and Regulated by the Financial Services Authaority
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0800 505 3000 Y

ADRIAN FLUX

modern approach, traditional values
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Sevenoaks Speed League 2008 — Regulations

Sevenoaks Speed League 2008 is organised and administered by the Sevenoaks & District Motor Club Ltd. in
accordance with the General Regulations of the Royal Automobile Club Motor Sports Association
(Incorporating the provision of the International Sporting Code of the FIA) and these Championship
Regulations.

MSA Championship Permit No. xxxxxxxxxxx MSA Championship Grade C Status National B

Officials

Championship Co-ordinator is Karen Webber 35 Chestnut Close Kings Hill West Malling Kent ME19 4FP.
Tel: 01732 875091 e-mail: kes.webl@tesco.net

Eligibility Scrutineer is Mike Betts 52 New Road London E4 8ET 0208 529 8294 mikbetts@btinternet.com
Championship Stewards are:
Steve Pattinson, lain Gibson, Colin Billings .

Championship Scorer & Registrar is David Balderson, 17 Glentrammon Close Orpington Kent BR6 6DL
Tel: 01689 601661 e-mail balderson@ntlworld.com

Competitor Eligibility
Entrants must be fully paid up valid membership card holding members of Sevenoaks & District Motor Club
and in possession of valid MSA Entrants Licences.

Drivers and Entrant/Drivers must be fully paid up valid membership card holding members of the Sevenoaks &
District Motor Club, be registered for the Championship and in possession of a valid 2008 MSA Competition
Licence (minimum Non-race national B).

Members must display at least one Championship sticker on their competing cars In order to
recognize our sponsors who are Storguard and Verdant.

Registration

In order to score points, members must register with the Championship Registrar.

This is free to members.

Registration will be allowed on the day of a championship round but members will only score points from that
event onwards.

1.5.1,2,3 Championship Calendar
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Speed League 2008 Date Club Hill Sprint TT LT
Lydden 29" March TWMC v

North Weald 6th April 7 Oaks v

Wiscombe 26th April Woolbridge v v
Curborough 3rd May BARC Mids v v

Millbrook 8th May 70aks/ West Essex v v

Debden 11th May Herts v v
Bentwaters 18th May B19 v v
Abingdon 7th June Sutton & Cheam v v
Lydden (All Day) 21st June B19 v v
Either Castle coombe  28th June Bristol v v

Or Goodwood 28th June TWMC v v
Longleat 5th July Woolbridge v v

MIRA 12th July v v

Llandow 19th July BARC Wales v v

Llys y Fran 20th July Swansea v v

Hethel 3rd Aug B19 v v

North Weald 31st Aug 70aks v v
Brands Hatch 6th Sept RMC/TWMC v v
Cadwell 13th Sept 70aks /B19 v v

Debden 5th Oct Herts v v



Best 10 scores from 19 rounds to count unless rounds drop to 15 then the Championship Co-ordinator will try to find a
suitable replacement in good time (A29(c)). If that is not possible, the championship will be decided on ‘Best 9 scores
less one for each round lost”. (Thus, best 9 from 15; best 8 from 14, etc.)
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Obtaining regulations for championship rounds is the responsibility of the registered contender and
neither the club nor its officials will be held responsible for a competitor’s failure to secure an entry.
Please note that reserved places are not held open by organisers.

Scoring

Members can only score points in one car per event. It is up to the member to advise the Championship
Scorer which vehicle is to score, (if more than one is entered, before the start of the event.)

Points will be awarded based on class position (regardless of class size) as follows:

1%in class 10 points; 2™ 9 points; 3™ 8 points; 4™ 7 points; 5" 6 points; 6" 5 points

All other finishers will be awarded 4 points. (To be a finisher, competitor must complete one timed run)
A competitor making FTD will receive 12 points, regardless of class size.

One extra point will be awarded for each class competitor beaten up to a max of 5pts.

[E.g. class of 10 places 1st to 5" will get 5 points, 6™ — 4pts, 7" — 3pts, 8" — 2pts, 9" — 1pt, 10" — 0 pts.
Class of 14 places 1st to 9th will get 5pts, 10" — 4pts, 11" — 3pts, 12" — 2pts, 13" — 1pt, 14" — Opts.

class of 4 1% — 3pts, 2™ — 2pts, 3" — 1pts, 4" — Opts,]

(Any driver who starts practice, but fails to complete a timed run, will be considered as a ‘competitor beaten
by a finisher. Competitors must advise the Scorer where this occurs; as such cars may be shown as DNS in
the results.)

FTD winners will score the extra points against their regular classes.

2 points will be awarded to contenders starting practice but not completing a timed run.

In the event of a tie the MSA standard method will be used, as defined in G11 of the MSA 2008 Yearbook.

Appeals arising out of the Championship classification or points must be made in accordance with Section
C(D)65 of the MSA Yearbook 2008.

Awards
Awards will be presented as follows;

1* Overall-Marketing Machine Trophy+£220 6" Overall-Trophy
2" Overall-Trophy+£100 7" Overall-Trophy
3" Overall-Trophy+£75 8™ Overall-Trophy
4™ Overall-Trophy+£55 9" Overall-Trophy
5™ Overall-Trophy+£45 10" Overall-Trophy

Special awards will be made as follows;

a) The Tourist Trophy + £25 to the driver, other than the overall winner, with the highest combined score at
Rounds defined as "TT" rounds on the calendar.

b) The Local Trophy + £25 to the driver, Other than the overall winner, with the highest combined score at
rounds defined as “LT” rounds on the calendar.

c) The Neil Davison Award + £25 to the highest placed driver competing in Hillclimb events other than the
overall winner.

d) The Kentish Times Cup + £20 to the highest placed driver of a taxed and insured road car other than the
overall winner.

e) The Muller Cup + £20 to the highest placed saloon car driver other than the overall winner.

f) Special award + £20 to the highest placed single seater or sports racing driver other than the overall winner.
g) Other awards may be made at the organiser’s discretion.

To qualify for an award, competitors MUST marshal or act as an official at ANY Sevenoaks organised event
in any discipline this must be an all day event or two half days/evening events equivilant to 1 days work i.e.
Rally Events, Autotests, Speed events, PCT’s etc any event setups and any other club activity deemed to be
equal to that of marshalling. It is the responsibility of the competitor to inform the Championship
Scorer on the relevant form with a club official’s signature when and where this occurs or via Email
endorsed by an one of the event organisers. This will be confirmed from event signing on sheets if deemed
necessary. Qualifying Period from 15" Oct 2007 — 5™ Oct 2008.

All awards will be presented at the dinner and dance to be held in 2009. Award winners not collecting their
award will forfeit any cash bonus to charity.



2.0 Sporting Regulations Judicial Procedures
2.1 Rounds - in accordance with Section C(d) and Appendix 2 of the MSA Yearbook 2008.
2.2 Championship - in accordance with Section C(d) and Appendix 2 of the MSA Yearbook 2008

3.0 Technical Regulations

3.1 Eligible Vehicles are those complying with the Technical and Safety Regulations laid down by the MSA, and
with the class requirements of each individual event. Eligibility protests should be made in writing to the
Championship Co-ordinator. In the event of a protest the onus is on the competitor to satisfy the organisers of
the validity of the protest and not the organisers to prove non-compliance.

3.2 Competitors will run in Classes as defined in the SR’S for each round.

3.3 All cars must comply with the requirements of Section | and C(c) as appropriate to the category of car. in the
MSA Yearbook 2008.

All cars must comply with the current MSA Noise Regulations, and any special requirements applicable to
a particular venue. Stated in the SR’S of each Round.

Published edition 1/2008

Registration forms can be downloaded fro the club’s website at
www.sevenoaksmotorclub.com

Or call David Balderson Speed Championship co-ordinator on
01689 601661 for more details.

A

g L

) For Sale

2

_ q
Honda Integra Type-R DC2

2

LT a— G_

_ Tarmac Rally/Race/Sprint ready. 2000 X registration; 20,000

= [

&| miles built for 2003 season. 206 BHP a 8800; Spoon ECU; 4-
@ﬁ 1 stainless steel manifold/NI pipe. Full sump and tank guards; ¢
FIA roll cage with X Diagonal / X door bars; 4L electric zero
’ 2000; 2.4L hand held; Recaro SPGs, Sparco harnesses;
| 295mm floating Brembo discs and 4 pot callipers with carbon
pads. 12 wheels, lamp pod, spares including nose cone,
&£ lights, std Group N brakes; std exhaust, all trim etc; MSAlog
book/new MOT.

8

«@ | - q

Iy Full details from lain Gibson (Rally Secretary) on 07808
923595 or home 01474 873573 (Nr. Brands Hatch) q

e e e e e
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MOTOR SPORTS ASSOCIATION

UNITED KINGDOM

DAZE OF OLD

o to a club dinner
celebrating a significant
anniversary and you’ll

find a crowd round any display of
archive photographs. But as well
as studying historic pictures, a
browse through old committee
minutes can provide an intriguing
insight into earlier times, as
found when going through the
records of the BTRDA, which for
the benefit of racers stands for the
British Trial and Rally Drivers
Association. This was formed in
1938 by a bunch of trials drivers
who wanted to improve the
standard of events — an early
pressure group I guess — although
in fact the Association has always
had a positive influence on our
sport.

Their records throw a different
light on some of the commonly
held views of the Good Old Days,
maybe because there’s a tendency
to look back in a hazy daze
through wearing rose tinted
glasses. For instance, the 50s are
seen as the glorious days of
rallying when everyone behaved
impeccably and spats meant
gaiters not fisticuffs. Not quite so
according to this minute from
1953: “during the RAC Rally
examples of extremely bad and
dangerously forceful driving had
been experienced, slower cars

having actually been rammed by
faster vehicles.” And I know from
nearly ending in a ditch that
around that time some rally
competitors had cut-out switches
for their brake lights to
“discourage” following cars...

Minutes about dangerous
driving on the Daily Express Rally
of 1953 record that “several
competitors were excluded on the
evidence of one female (my italics)
observer.” At least we’ve become a
shade more politically correct since
then, as I was only saying to my
wife the other day as she was
ironing my shirts.

Regularity events are popular
today so you may think that they
were all the rage back then. Not
so. Another quote, from 1956
“The event had not been up to
standard as it had been in the
nature of a long distance regularity
test, competitors were not tested as
to their driving ability.” This
reflected the fact that regularity
events were regarded as something
of a joke and not “proper”
rallying. Mind you, it was easy to
adopt that lofty approach when
every Saturday night the hills were
alive to the sound of cars going
flat out on plot and bash events,
although the writing was already
on the wall with a minute
recording that “The whole future

of rallying is in serious danger
because of the growing amount of
public hostility”.

Don’t let my extracts from
earlier years lead you to think that
the BTRDA is a bunch of old
fogies. Anything but, as you’ll see
from their website
www.btrda.com.

In fact just as they were ahead
of the game with their major rally
series, which predated the British
Rally Championship, they are
once again in the lead with the
formation of a Motorsports Future
Group, full of under 25 year olds,
tackling an issue which could be a
greater threat to clubs than even
the mounting greenery — ageing,.
One major club with a five figure
membership has recently surveyed
its membership and found 91%
are males over the age of 55, with
only 3% under 35! That’s
seriously scary.

It’s probably illegal under the
Freedom of Information Act or the
law against wearing clogs on Ash
Wednesdays but I think all clubs
should chart their average age
every five years. If the figure goes
up by five every time, you won’t
need an actuary to work out
exactly when the club should book
a trip to the seaside to hold a
Closing Down Sail.

Stuart Turner

CROSS-COUNTRY

Looking to the Future: When
off-road since renamed cross
country first appeared in Wheels
back in 2002, the discipline was
just starting to recover from the
2001 foot & mouth. Tyro trials
were taking off and the Junior
Off-Road Trials were set to

be introduced.

The Tyro is now firmly
established, introducing many
new younger competitors into
the sport. The JTV has not to
date been so successful, but is
slowly becoming more popular
with the younger children. Cross
Country is in a much stronger
position than 6 years ago,
overtaking Rally as the largest
discipline in Motor Sport, by the
number of events run annually,
but is still behind in the
numbers of competitors. The
Baja GB is now an established
round of FIA International Cup
for Cross-Country Baja’s and
looks set to be even better and
bigger in 2008. Cross country
motorsport has a much wider
audience, thanks to TV
coverage, with both the MSA
British Off Road Championship
and the Baja GB being shown
(repeatedly).

Baja GB 2008: Baja GB will
be once again a round of the FIA
International Cup for Cross-
Country Baja’s and takes place
on the 25th — 28th September.
Along with a date change the
Baja will now be based at
Aberystwyth on the Welsh coast.
Further details to be announced
see www.bajawales.com for
information up-dates.

AUTESEENE

REVIEWS FROM

PEKING TO PARIS - THE
ULTIMATE DRIVING
ADVENTURE

ISBN 978-1-84584-120-1
Philip Young, Veloce
Publishing, £29.99

This effort by organiser Philip
Young bills itself as “The Official
Book of The Centenary Event’, no
doubt as a pre-emptive strike
against the inevitable participant
memoirs. As a result, what you
get is one man’s view of the
transcontinental undertaking but,
with Young being an ex-Fleet
Street man, it’s well written with
superb pictures liberally dotted
thoughout. After a brief intro on
the motivation for the event — and
the 1907 rally it echoed, albeit via
a different route — it is a brutal
diary full of anecdotes and drama.
That’s followed by a well-
illustrated list of competitors with

their own recollections, plus
awards and split times. If anything
is missing it is more in-depth tales
from entrants to give readers the
sensation of what it was like to
drive a classic in such
inhospitable, often inhumane,
circumstances. A DVD of the
event is also available. See
www.endurorally.com

ECURIE ECOSSE

David Murray and the
legendary Scottish Motor
Racing team

ISBN 978 09550102 2 3
Eric Dymock, P] Publishing,
£60 (49.95 if ordered
direct from
www.pjpublishing.co.uk)
This story had to be written by a
Scot and Eric Dymock has done a
super job, ably aided by team
member Bill Connie. From the
equipe’s bankruptcy in 69,

Dymock flashes back to early days
at Merchiston Motors and the
arrival of ace tuner ‘Wilkie’
Wilkinson. The XK120s driven by
Stewart, Dobson and Scott-
Douglas, plus sponsorship from
Esso, kicked-off an epic
association with Jaguar that
climaxed in two Le Mans wins.
The Race of Two Worlds and all
the key cars including
Monzanapolis Lister, Tojeiros,
plus the famous transporter, are
covered in depth with plenty of
photos. An important and highly
readable history.

MONTE CARLO RALLY THE
GOLDEN AGE 1911-1980
ISBN 978 | 906133 00 9
Graham Robson, Herridge
& Sons, £35

This seems pretty pricey at first
glance, for less than 240 pages and
with no colour pictures barring
those on the dust jacket. Also,
with 70 rallies to cover, all you get
is a brief overview of each. That
said, if you want an introduction
to this most enigmatic rally, or an
easy-to-navigate, well-written and
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nicely illustrated book that gives
you all the essential facts at your
fingertips, then this is still a key
purchase. Plus there is rather more
depth to it than you might initially
think, Robson, typically packing it
with panels, graphics and
illustrations that really bring the
story to life. Excellent picture
selection ensures that you get more
variety than just the winners and
the famous shots that you’ve seen
so many times before. Well worth
a punt.

Deire

COD FILLET QUIZ

I. How many points did Lewis Hamilton
score in the 2007 FI World
Championship and how many races
did he win?

2. Give the title of Sir Jackie Stewart’s
new autobiography

3.In which part of the world is
Hardknott Pass?

4.Who is the winner of the 2007
MSA British Autotest Championship?

ANSWERS ON PAGE ii

Wheels 01/08 i
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